CAV/ACC/1/79

ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BRANCH

CIVIL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT

Report on the Accident to Cessna FR172J
Aircraft Registration Number SY=-APY
which occurred on the 24th January, 1979,
at Nairobi National Park, KENYA,

MINISTRY OF POWER AND COMMUNICATIONS



ACTINTNT INVESTIGATICN 3RANCH

CIVIL ACCIDEMT ITPORT NO:CAV/ACC/1/79

1TECEAFT TIPE AXND

CE3SNA FR172J 5Y-APY

One Continental 10-360

Heinrich Huegen and Credit
Finance Corporation Ltd., P.O.
Box 73, LOITOKITOK, KENYA,

sty Captain R.D.E. Kuhne

Two Mr. & Mrs. Ramji Nathoo

DL:CE OF ACCIDENT: Nairobi National Park appr xi -

mately 15 N, M, bearing 150
from Wilson Airport.

wo
3

DATE AKD TINMS:

24th January, 1979 approximatel-
0520 hours.

ALL TIMES IN THIS REPORT ARE IN GMT

1. FACTOUAL INFORMATICN:

1.4, History of the Flight:

The pilot of 5Y-APY filed A through VFR flight plan to operate
from Wilson to Kili-puffalo lodge and return, followed by snother
flight from Wilson to Kili-Buffalo lodge and return., The
estimated time between wilson Kili-buffalo lodge was given as 55
minutes and fuel as six hours, Persons on board was to be notifi ¢
ard this was later established as three. 5Y-APY departed 7Tilson
at 0514 hours and was cleared by ATC through the South Bast
Access Lane of the Nairobi Control Zone. The flight contacted
Kairobi Approach on 119.7 Mhz at 0516 hours, and was instructed
to report Control Zone Boundary. No further RTF compunication
from aircraft was received by Nairobi Approach, or Eastair Centre,
por did tkhese ATS unita attempt to communicate with the aircrafte
Ho alerting action was taken by ATS at this time and it was
assumed that 5Y-APY had reached destin-~tion gafelye.

£t 1310 hours on 24th January, 1979, & telephone call was received
from Buffalo lodge office, Nairobi informing that the Manager of
Kili-Buifslo lodge had advised that SY=-APY had not arrived. The
Rescue Co-ordination Centre wae opencd, and took action to imform
the Cozpany and requested Kenya Police to chock the airstrips on
route and thoze around Buffalo lLodge. Reauest mews pignals vere
sent to possitle panned alternate nerodromes, in Kenys and Tanzanise
Also aircraft flying in Genaral area. A €310 of Safari Air -
cervices made a flight to Kili-Buffalo late in the day. As none €
these measures produced any positive result, plans were mnde to
continue the searzh the following morninge
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ry. 1979, one of the sesrsr wircrsft
£10 hrs, oo 25th Jenuary, ’ o
At 2rtod 1o;atinﬂ the wreckage of 5Y~/P1 or. = headigr of nizrike o
;;5, miles from the visual marker, & helicopter and pEawns perty
were notified to the pito.

INJULIES TO PrRONS:

Ta riea: Crew: Pagsengers: OLnere,
Fatal L 2 -
gerious - - -
Minor/None - - -

DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT:

The aircraft completely disenti~roted on impact but di4 not catck
fire.

OTHYR DAMAGE:
None,

CREY INFORMATICN:

The pilot in commsnd Mr. R.D.7. Kuhne was born in Heirobi{, Xerya ©OC
18th January, 1961, He held an Fast ffrica Private pilot's Licezce
No. 4292 (K,3634) dated Lth March, 1978, Thie licence w3e v21lid for
all land plane Group 'A' sinrle-cngined seropl-ncs whose weight
does not exceed 12,500 1b., The licence wab izpued on 4th March,'3’
to expire on 12th January, 1980, He also held an E.A, R/T Licence
N0.3299 (K.2737) which had bern kept current in line with kis FFL,

No application for issue of his PPL on Lth March, 197, Wr. Zubee
claimed s total of forty four hours ond twenty five misutes lava

10 hours 25 minutes solo, 34 hours dual all by day, His totzl
flying hours at the time of the accident could not be determired =~
his flying log book was not obtained, However a rougn log took
found at the site of the nccident showed that Mr. Kuhne bzd doze

a lot of flying betwoen Loitokitok, lamanga, 7ilson, Mosbaca and

Kili-Buffalo, He was 1lsot medically examined on 9th January, 1975
to expire on €th January, 19381,

AIRCRAFT INFOPM, TION:

A
Cesona FR,172 J, merinl number FR,172-0337, powered >y one

continentnl 10-3%6 -
e e 360 enpine and wrnufnctured by "eics Cessaa, F-51

) Tho aircraft {ve -

of ¥ra arrived in Tast Africa in pocse=nicn

v JogiP°Tt Certificute of Alrworthinerms No.bEW9 dated 29t

was in;ued 6; Eéthgest ffrican Cortificvte of /irworth:ness Xo,727
7 September, 1972 and has since Feea keg* current

until th. 1last
1979, verlidity period that wan to expirc on 26th Cctoter,

The ¢

Ltd'.u;r;ntBownur w48 Hednrich Huespen and
Y. Box 73, Loftokitok, Y.enya,

s propeller -

Uccidznt.‘r nd pilotn Log Eooks wers rever tra=ced zfter

Credit Fir=nce Corpor.ti-
The cnpine
the far )

LID" 16 1 y1G: prom.

Not nppliczble

to thir nirerntt,
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SOMTA L TTONS

e asveratt had twd way communication with "flaon Contral Towor,
Rawerer, prapen twd way commanicnt fon with Natroh) Approach on
119, * at OB waa paorly eatablialed, Tha pilol wam naked hy
prraach 1o vepart contyal fene Bonndary and although the pllot
achknaxledged this inatruotion, e d4d not reporl at the zone
Soundarys  No fuvther RN communication from the alreraft wan
received By Approach ar Faptaiv Centre, Nor 43d themne unils
attempt to communicate with the alveralft, No alarting ccbion
was taken by ATX at thim time and it wap nssumed Lhat HY=APY

had reached deatination aafoly,

ATROORCMY INFORMATIONY
Not applicable,

FLIGKRT YUCORDERY

No flight date recorder or aorknit volce renorder was {netalled
on the airoraft, nor wan either required,

Wreckage and Impact dnmagoe:

Te crash site wap lacated in tha Nairob) National bFark near Me.oay
Lodge. Approximately 15N, M, from Viaual Marker on s homring of
1507,  The atreraft had nona dived dnto Lha pround on full power

disintegrated into aeveral piocen am the engine dug into the
ground,

NEOICAL "ND PATHOLOGYCAL INTOUMATION:

The fleah of the dead were no budly amashod that medicnl teate
wore imponaible, Hyonam had nlpcady eaten up momt of what wan

left of tha bodica, Fleah was intormingled with the nircraft
actala,

The pilot waas medieally fit, Mr, and Mra, Ramji (tho two peuirens

had previoualy boen operated on due to heart diseasws but were
lvading normal Yife prior to the aceldent,

FIRE:

——

Fire ?1d not oecour,

JURVIVAL A2PRCTY

This ncoident was not survivable,

TUSTS NN REREANCIG

Thia waa not carriad out an the wreckapa wan bhndly Afninteprated
and the enpine completely ruined,

ADDITIONAT INFORMATION

A roweh pilete Yop hoolk fonnd st the atte of Lhe ”’"“h.}n?;
that Captaipn Kubne hnd made Aavera! Fightn to K“l‘m”t’;tl
Lotere ud oharpes were tu be mndp Lo XRL, Lolopon nnd :\';‘no:n
Captain Kuhne held =« private pllotw Moonee, [+ 4 :m.:’ o
whether Mr, & Mra, Ramjt wepe choaoged for thia rl!"h 1 ”,0 pilet
Feccipte were tound al the wite af the architent, @ '.rf?;"r;pvvlardo
{r not permitled by law to cumrry pareswmn et Prig Hhe s

culnd
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4 7en Motsr D500 3500k 9994 Seu  se 000 1y 102
ilson Metar 0600 07010 9999  Sey Qon 19/1% 10y

Tre pilot wase maintaining 6200 font in the o, Reconn Lane,
The cloud bnae ¥as reported to be 2,000 feot 1511 appravimat, |,
743C0 foet ‘Yove mesn gen level,

RUT AY CONDITIONS:

Not o~pplicable,

2e3. ACCEL ™. TION NDY DECRLIMTTON:

Having examined the wrockngu, ~nd noterd all control murfmoc g
their hinges to be preaont, topether wiith the wXtromotion of 11,
aireraft it is clenr that therec wna no in Flight bronuk up of iy
airframe,

Since the impoct waa nlmonat vertical, at hian #poad, thoe alpcep -
Bust have crashed from a 8trong 'noso-dewn' cantrol input, fro.
wkich the pilot was not ablo to recover and from m falrly lou
Altitude, 6200 foet in the acoesa lano,

Since there is no indiention of overntroom of the controlm jpn | .
nir, th. pilot must have been prevented from effucting o
recovery, eithar by incnpncitution or 510cknmo of thu rontrol..,

Those may be attribut.ed to 1=

(n) spatial disoriontntion in oloud, but there was ne Indicnl .
of rotation from n apirnl dive,

(b) . bird strike through the mindescreon rondordng the pllatr
unconsious - wreck was too badly smashed to find fonthers
in eabin,

(c) ii stroke or seizure of the front aont pasneneer i{nvolvingy
his grasping the control whenl.

(d) Upset from jot/wnka turbulsnce, Atr Franoo K707 h.d Teft
'GG' beacon und hed 1-nded Jomo Kenyattn nlrport st 051k,
S5Y=/PY hnd croraed the extondnd contro )ine of Jomo
Kenyatts /drport on trnck vin 0,7, oxcean lunqbﬁlmlnuto:
50 ecconds from sirborne timn, By thie tlme AF,h71 huvnnp
left GG nt 0514% wna rpproximetely 7”7”‘ from Fouch Qnun
pasuing nhout 7,000 feot on ONH, If r¥h?1 wen nwmilun !r:h
touch down, mhe would lLinve hoin pamefng nhaut 600 fnht In
ONN nand 5Y<APY mould be hehind him ot 6200 foat on ¢!
(npproximrtely 1 milo )ehifnd),e

2o4, CORCLU.ION:

() Findings:
(1) The pilot wna properly licenced
(11) The oircraft wnn mulntnined in nceordance ajth wn
npproved maintuenancs rehedule,

(144) Th. wadprht nnd C, of G, were within the preseriroq

liﬂ'itn
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(iv) There was no in f1ieht brake up.

(b) C/USE:
posuible in the ciroumnstnncof, thao
but it iu probeble thnt the pilot

ing & rocovery eilher by
th.: front prasengor
lumn or Jet wako turbul~n

ince no postmortem was
crune is beyond proof,
was provented from effuct
fncapncitntion, atroke or srizuvre of
jnvolving him grasping the control co

RYCOMMENDATION:

Adr Teaffic Service Pornonnel are ntrongly rominded to by mosrw
concerned with aircraft that Jose two wny radio gontnct, In this
fneident (ATS ansumed 5Y-2PY hrd ro.ched destinntion anfely and
thorefore ne alerting nction wns takon until many hourn afbuer

the nceident, This was not tn 1ino with ATC dution,

¢
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