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INFORMATION

On the 4th of May, 1993 at 1155 UTC a piper PA 31-325,
registration 5Y-NJM crashed immediately after take-off from
runway 14 of Wilson Airport Nairobi, 6 kilometres south of
f the threshold of runway 32. The flight was being conducted
under Visual Flight Rules (VFR).

The aircraft had taken off at 1165 UTC on runway 14 qestined

for Kilimanjaro International Airport in Tanzania with a full
passenger compliment. The loadsheet indicated that the totAL
weight was 6517 pounds with a centre of gravity 35.8 inches

aft of datum. The weather at the time of take-off was
unfavourable as the indication was of an approaching thunderstorm.

After take-off on runway 14 the aircraft got airborne, made

a right turn and then crashed in the game park about 6km

south of the threshold of runway 32. There was no fire and

the pilot and passengers evacuated the aircraft. The aircraft

was extensively damaged.

1.2,  INJORTFS TO PERSONS

NJURLES CREW . . PASSENGERS OTHERS
Fatal - o =
Serious 1 7 i
Minor/None - - -

6

1.3. Damage to Aircraft

The Aircraft finally settled in a largely single piece about

400 metres after the initial impact point. The aircraft sustaine
damage to both wihgs,‘the left hand of which was torn off aﬁ
the rear wing root attach point. The pose and randome were

. extensively damaged. Port Engine propeller was sheared off at

the starboard one had twisted blades, The horizontal tail
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m after the initial impact point. The aircraft sustained

dusg--bo both wings, the left hand of vhich was torn off at
the rear wing root attach point. The nose and randome were
extensively damaged. Port Engine propeller was sheared off and
the starboard one had twisted blades. The horizontal tail
sustained damage on the port side and the fuselage was

extensively damaged.

Other Damage

None.

ML

The pilot im cammong Mr. Nigel Ignatius De Jouza, a Kenyan
National was born on the 15th March, 1964. At the fime of the
accident, he beld a Kenyan ATPL Nog 3E~095—AL iccucd ca e
16th December, 1991 with a validity expiring on the 30th May,
1993, He also held a valid Instrument Rating due to expiré on the
28th June, 1993. He was rated to fly Cessna 210, 150, 172, 182,
206, 310 Beech Baron 55, Piper PA 31 in Group I and Cessna 402
404 and Boeing 707/720 in Group II.

As of 30th November, 1992 when he applied for renwal of his' ATPI,
he had a total flying experience of four thousand one hundred and
fifty two hours (4,152.3 hrs) broken down as follows:—

P1 Day - - 3314.5
P1 Night - 239.5
P2 Day ‘- 444.3
P2 Night - 154.0

Total - 4152.3
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Aircraft Information

The aircraft, a piper PA 31-325 Serial No. 31-7812 126, powered
by two Lycoming T10-LT10 540-F2BD engines wag -manufactured by
Piper Aircraft Corporation (UsA) in 1978.

The aircraft was first registered in Kenya on 22nd June, 1979

under the name of Emco Glass Works Limited ant g edit Finance and
Certificate of Registration No. 1200b was issued on the @nd April,
1991 in the name of Marshalls (E.A.) Ltd. after change of ownership.

The aircraft was first registered in Kenya with an FAA expg—t
Captificata af 4imuwesthiingss Hv- F1602139 doted 20T BCLOUO>,
A Kenyan Certificate of Afrworthiness No. 1222 was issued on 18th
July, 1979 and was since renewed, with theilast validity being
5th February, 1994. At the time of accident, the sta'yg of the

aircr‘ft'and componenss were as follows:-
“»
Alpcrefls Hours since check III — 912.25
Last check -~ check I at 3037 hours on 6th April, 1993.

102Q

Engines: Both eingines had undergone a check I ox the 61y April,
1993 and were within their owverhaul lise.

Propellers: Propellers had undergone a check I inspection on the
6th April, 1993 and were both within their

overhaul life.

Meteorological Information

The accidentoccured during day time under Instrument Meteorological
Conditions (IMC). The Wilson Tower routine meteorological report
based on readings taken at 1100 hours and at 1200 hours were as

follows:—~
‘1100 hours - Visibility - better than 10 kilometres

Cumulus cloud covering 5 oktas with cloud
base of 2,900 feet.

— Alto cumulus cloud covering 3 oktas with
cloud base of 9,000 feet.

— Surface temperature +25.degrees C. Dew
point 13 degrees C.

~ QNH 1019 milibars,



Vipibility 1 km

~ Burface wind 100 degreen at 25 knols gusting
to 33 knots

-~ Cumulo nimbus cloud covering 1 okta with oloud
base of 2,600 feet.

- Alto stratus cloud covering 6 oktas with cloud bwee
of 8,000 feat.

-  Heavy rainshowers

- Surfate tempernture +23 degrees C. dew point

b temparature ) . uegrees C.

- Qw1008 ,

| Tha seather had deterdonatd in the lest one houe between 1100 and 1200 hours

1200 hours

i

and indicated an approaching storm.

1,8. Alds_to Navigation

These were not considered to be a factor to the accident.

1.9. ‘l%wo were not considered to be a factor to the accident,

-10. Aerodrome Information

The departure aerodrom¢: Nalrobi Wilson Airport is situated 3
nautical miles south-south~west of Nairobi City centre. The
geographical coordinat gs. are 01 degrees, 19 . 36 degrees A9°K
at an elevation of 5536 feet above mean sea level.

There are two intersecting runways 07/25 and 14/32 which are 1463
and 1558 metres long respectively. It is manned and fire and
meteorological reporting services available.

o b 4 Fli,ght Recorders

Aircraft SY-NJM was not fitted with flight recorders nor legally
required to 8o so.

12. Wreckage and Impact Information

The aircraft first impacted the ground in an almost level attitude
and with the landing gear up. The aircraft had already been cleared
up after take—off in order to reduce drag. The aircraft first

impacted the ground with propellers making marks on ground horizontally

.at the same distance. Bits and pieces of the aircraft components auch
as Qm landing gear door, antenae and glass light covers were strewn
down the path of the aircraft. About 170 metres after the first impact,

s the aircraft belly once again impacted the ground after ballooning
over an intersecting road.
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.1. Findings

i. There was an approaching storm during the time the
aircraft took off. g

2. The weather was instruments meteorologisal conditions.

3. Take-off on runway 14 was into a tail wind into gusting
winds of upto 3% knots :

4. There was no aircraft malfunction before the accident.
5. The pilot was properly qualified to undertake the flight.

- Probable Cause

The probable cause of this aceident was the degredation of
aircraft performance due to take-off into a storm.

4. SAFETY RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that pi]olxmm&ih toking
off during adverse weether condtions.

ARty

Poten N Wakahis
INSPECTOR OF ACCIDENT

20th May, 1995




