
 
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 

 

AIR ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION DEPARTMENT 

 

PRELIMINARY REPORT 

 

OPERATOR:      Fugro Airborne Surveys (PTY) Limited 
 

AIRCRAFT TYPE/ MANUFACTURER:   Reims F406/ Reims Aviation SA 
      

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION:   ZS-SSY 
 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:   406-0037 
 

DATE OF REGISTRATION:   28 June 2012 
 

TYPE OF ENGINE:      Two Pratt & Whitney PT6A-112 
 

DATE OF OCCURRENCE:    09 October 2012 
 

TIME OF OCCURRENCE:    0950 
 

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE:  HKML - Malindi 
 

TYPE OF FLIGHT:      Aerial Survey 
 

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD:   Two 
 

INJURIES:  Nil 
 

NATURE OF DAMAGE:  Substantial damage to right wing, right 

propeller and right undercarriage 
 

CATEGORY OF OCCURRENCE: Serious Incident 
 

NAME OF PILOT IN COMMAND (PIC):  Barry Nelson (CPL No. 0270441983) 
 

PIC’S FLYING EXPERIENCE:    CPL: 1607 Hours 

 

 
Times given in this report are Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) 

East African Local Time is UTC plus 3 hours. 



  
 

REMARKS 

 

The aircraft was taxiing for an aeromagnetic survey flight over the area north of Malindi up to 

Lamu and South of Malindi up to the border with Tanzania. There were two souls on board – 

the pilot and a passenger operating aeromagnetic equipment on board. The pilot was told by 

the Air Traffic Control (ATC) to hold short of runway 35. The pilot accomplished his prefight 

and power checks at the “Loop” short of runway 35 before being cleared to backtrack runway 

17 for takeoff. After taxiing for approximately 10 meters into the active runway and as the pilot 

was aligning the aircraft on the runway centerline, they felt a heavy bump on the right 

undercarriage. The pilot reported the aircraft to wobble side to side and he applied brakes to 

bring it to a stop. At this point, the right landing gear collapsed and the aircraft spun to the right 

coming to rest 90 meters from the threshold of runway 35 at a heading of approximately 140°. 

Both occupants safely evacuated themselves from the aircraft. 

The pilot and the passenger did not sustain any injuries during the incident. The aircraft, 

however, suffered considerable damage. The right propeller blades were bent as they struck the 

runway surface. There was also damage to the right undercarriage and the right wing.     

Preliminary investigations point to a failure of the right landing gear actuator. The actuator will 

be further examined to determine the cause of failure. 

The investigation is ongoing. 

 

 

Chief Investigator in Aircraft Accident 

 

22/10/2012 



Appendix I 

Verified documentation 

 

№ DOCUMENT STATUS/VALIDITY 

1 Commercial Pilot License  Valid  

2 Medical Certificate Valid until 31 March 2013 

2 Certificate of Airworthiness Valid until 30 Aug 2013 

3 AOC Certificate Valid until 14 Sept 2013 

4 Certificate of Registration  Satisfactory 

5 Aircraft Maintenance logbooks Satisfactory 

6 Radio Station License Valid until 31 March 2013 

7 Clearance Certificate Valid until 26 Oct 2012 

9 Certificate of Release to Service Satisfactory 

10 Flight and Duty time Satisfactory 

 

 

 


