ACCIDENT REPOERT

ACCIDENT IiVeSTIGATION BRAACH
CIVI B
L AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT HO:CAV/ACC/13/TT

AIRCEAPT:
Piper PA28-180 5Y-ASB
K‘ -
GINE: Lycoming 0-360-444A
OWKER:
HEGIST OWNER: Design Construction and
Materials Ltd., and credit
Finance Corporation, p.0. Box
42748 and P.O. Box 12833,
NAIROBI.
CREW: PILOT: M.B. KATAEUHBA—Hon rPatal
PASSENGERS! THREE(3) Hon-Fatal
PLACE OPF ACCIDENT: BUHGOMA AIBPIBLD—KENYA
0034N 3433E
DATE AND TIME: 18th september, 1977 at
5pproximately 10.00 GMT-
ALL TIMBS OH THIS REPORT ARE GMT
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the end of runway 25 after an overshoot. Al
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flown to Nairobi by the Flying Doctor
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Services.
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FACTUAL INFORMATION:

1.1. HISTORY OF FLIGHT.
Katatumba had carried out a similar flight on
imes “o pir"

%:hpéloz ’ M.B.
eptember, 1977 at approximate
up three passengers, for ££1r0b1 grig ;e:gggge tOn 18th
September, he took off from Wilson to Bungoma.to ret
g:eaenge:e who would subsequently travel by road fr drapss
ngoma to Ugagga. After flight check, they too o’fomt
30 GMT and flew normally to Bungo;a :aking 1

approximately
pour 30 minutes enroute. The pilot stated he maintained

VFR flight all the way.

1ided with trees at

the aircraf”®

was caused by
decision

s that the accident
the pilot made a

an overshoot when
ting to land.




On arriving Bungoma he ci
25, He had tong circled for an approach on runway

overshoot due to people on the airfield.
He made another left hand circuig agd as he was on short
f%ﬂ&l, he stated that acyclist crossed the runway in front
oh him and he believes he attempted to land over him but
what happened after that he stated he could hardly remember.

A passenger, his brother W. Katatumba, sitting with him
in the front seat, stated that the aircraft flew a
considerable distance over the runway before crashing

and that he had noticed several people gathered near the
airstrip on their arrival overhead.

The trees the alrcraft hit are approximately 15 feet high
end about 20 feet from the threshold of runway O7. The
elrcraft upon colliding with the trees with its starboard
wing dived into the ground head on, severely damaging the
propeller, engine and cockpit area irzluding the instrument
panel. Both wings were badly buckled but the tail unit

was intact. The aircraft was subhstantially damaged. The
wreckage was about 5 feet from a private house

o2 INJURIES TO PERSONS:

Injuries Crew Passengers Others
Fatal - — =

Non-~-Fatal 1 3 -
None - - =

ve Do DAMAGE TO AIRCHAFT:
The aircraft was substantially damaged
4. OTHER DAMAGE:

The branches of trees were torn off,

<5 PERSONNEL INFORMATION:
COMMANDER - Aged 31 years.
LICENCE - Private Pilots Licence No.4309(K3451) issued on

25th May, 1976 to expire on 4th August,1978.
This Licence was for all landplanes single
engined below 12500 lbs, M.T.W.A. He also
holds E.A. Radio Telephony Licence No,3291
(K2631) kept current in line with his PPL.

PLYING

BXPERIENCE~ In his application for issue of his PPL dated
25th May, 1977 he claimed a total of eighty
five hours and five minutes made up as followas-

Day Solo 12.25 hours
Day dual 72.40 hours
Total 85.05 hours



1.7.

1.8,

1.9.

1.10,

1.11.

1.12 .

AIRORAPT INFORMATION:

4 Piper PA28 Serial 28~7405014 powered b
O-360-A4A engine and manufaoturgd Pi U S
Corporation, Lock Haven, U.S.4. 1nb{973?er Alotiat

AIRWORTHINESS:

This aircraft arrived in

East Africa in possession of FAA
Certificate of Airworthiness for export 30.2-120947 dated

lst September, 1973. An East African Alrworthiness No.980
was issued on 23rd august, 1976 and was renewed on
9th September, 1977 to expire on Bth September, 1978.

Weight/Schedule.,

This airoraft must be operated in accordance with PAA
approved Flight Manual.

Maximum weight Authorized 2450 lbs. At the time of the
aeccident the zircraft weight was less than the certified

take-off weight centre of gravity was within the specified
centre of gravity range.

METEQROLOGICAL INFORMATION:

The weather as stated by the pilot was CAVOK i.e.
visibility more than 1OKm. with no clouds and surface
wind was westerly at lees than 5 knots.

The accident occurred in daylight.

4IDS TO NAVIGATION:
Not applicable,

COMMUNICATION:

The aircraft operated in visual flight conditions
maintaining RTF watch on 118.1(Wilson) 118.5, (iArea Control
Centre) 118.7 mHZ for Bungoma broadcasts of pcsition.

AERODROME 4ND GROUND FACILITIES:

The aerodrome at Bungoma is supervised by Kenya Government
and has no Air Traffic Control. The runway is 07/25 and
has a gress surface, The runway length is 732 metres by
32 metres. It is unfenced and has trees on approach to
runway 07 and along the side of the runway strip. The

airfield is open during hours of day light only. Nil
crash fire fighting facilities.

FLIGHT RECORDER:

Not fitted nor required to be fitted
WRECKAGE :

The wreeckage was approximately 35 feet from the threshold
of runway 07 and about 5 feet from a private house further
on.

The aircraft was substantially damaged by impact. The
forward section and both main planes badly buckled.
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MEDICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL INPORMATION:

All four occupants wure injured. The paswenger in tr
front right hand seat rocelving iajurien tongis npinn‘
and two broken lews. Lap etrep and shoulder
restraints were fitted in the aircraft.

FIRE:
There was no £.Ieé

SURVIVAL ASPECTS:

The accident was purvivable but all the occupant
the aircraft were slightly injured. pants of

TESTS AND RESEARCH:
Nil.
DITIONAL INFORMATION:

:‘;‘Q_—_——_———_—'
L‘il-

NEW INVESTIGATION TECHNIQUES :

NIL.

ANALYSIS:

Although the pilot had previously used Bungoma Airstrip ,
it is apparent that he was not taking special care during
the time of accident. During his second approach, which
ended by crashing, he states that he saw a cyclist ahead
of him whilst on short finals and decided to land over

him.

The aircraft apparently overshot and hit trees about

15 feet above ground at the further end of the runway. It
appeared that the pilot was undecided to:-

(a) Land over the cyclist orj

(b) To overshoot and go round again.

It would appear that during this indecision and also to

relative inexperience of the pilot,

the aircraft may have

exceeded the approach speed and was therefore unable to
touch down as inteaded just over the cyclist. A consequent
attempt to oversnoot was too late to avoid the trees at the
further end of runway 25. Thise 18 supported by W. Katatumba'
e (Pilot's brother) statement that before the crash the

plane appeared tofly close to the ground for a considerable

time.

g: ziso appears that after the decision to overshoot, when

contrgla ;ycliet, the pilot did not have gufficient

geny ng the aircraft, possibly due to the aircraft being
configuration forlanding i.e. with flaps fully down.

CONCLUSIONS:
(a) Findings:

i £] i
(1) The pilot was properly licenced and experienced on

the type.




(v)

(14) The aircraft Certificate of Alrworthiness was valid

tre aircraft had been paintained in acco

rd
an approved maintesance schedule and its ance; seh
documentation wasd in order.

airsetrip has obstructions oo approach to

(1V) Bungoda
runway O7 and there are trees along the airfield

edged o

(141)

field is not fenced and is prone to um~
zed people crossing the airstrip.

YerienCod and left
ate.

(v) The air
authori

(vi) The pilot was relatively inex
his decision to overshoot too

CAUSE:

#
The accident wab caused by the aircraft hittiug trves
overshoot when the pilot made a_declsion to

during an
80 round again whi -+ attempting tO land. A contributol
who crossed the runway infront of

cuuse being a cyclist
aft as it was coming ia to land.

SaFBTY RECOMMENDAT IONS s

4.1.

ple? stew

It is recommended that Government airfields should
be fenced and trees and other obstructions near the

boundaries be removed.
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CHISP INSPECTOR OF ACCIDBLAES
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