ACCIDENT REPORT
ACCIDBNT INVESTIGATION BRANCH

CIVIL AIRCRAPT ACCIDENT REPORT NO:CAV/ACC/12/17

PIPER PA-28 Serial 180 (Cherokee)
5Y-42G

ENGINE: One Lycoming O-360-a44

HEGISTEHRED OWNER

AND OPERATOR: Credit Pinance Corporation and J.D.
Robinson.

CHEW: Pilot - killed

PASSENGER: One - injured

PLACE OF ACCIDENT: Private Airstrip Naivasha, Kenya.

DATE AND TIME:

17th September, 1977 at approximately
09.00 bours.

ALL RIMES Ii THIS REPORT 4RE GMT

SYNOPSIS

The aircraft, which was on & privat

to land on a private Airstrip at a farm adjacent to Lake
Baivasha, but landed too far down the strip, attempted to take
off age‘n and collided with trees adjacent to the end of the
runway.The impect with these trees caused the aircraft to
deccelerate and stall into the ground in g inverted position.

e flight, was attempting

l. IHVESTIGATION
1.1. Eistory of the flight:

The aircraft was making a private flight in Visual
Meteorological gonditions (vMC) from Eldoret to wilson.

The flight, which was a private one, had appeared normal
in all respects until a landing was attempted at a private
airstrip on land adjaceat to the shores of Lake Naivasha.

Bye witnesses' reports stated that the approach appeared tc
be high until the aircruft was over th

e threshold when it
attempted to land too far down the Airstri

p with the
result that there was insufficient room left. to overshoot
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1.2.

l. 3.

1.4.

1. 5.

1.6.

The aircraft was seen to a

) ssume a very 1i nose-u

igzlt:de after which it dropped the rightgsing andpdived
o the ground in an inverted position.

Due to the fact that two witnes

" : ses were present at the

giigiripdat the time of the accident resulted in both the

B .?n passenger being rescued before the aircraft burnt
e pilot subsequently died from his injuries.

In]uries to Persons:

Injuries Crew Passengers Others
Fetal 1 = =
Non-Fatal - 1 =
None - = =

Damage to aircraft:

The aircraft was substantially damaged.
Qther es

Damage %o indigenous trees.

Crew Information:
P mAKRX

Male, aged 42 VK-

Pilot:

Licences private Pilots Licence (PPL) vali~
until 6th October, 1977.

RTF Licence: Restricted VHF only

IMC rating: Nil.

Night rating: Nil.

aircraft rating: Landplanes group A.

rotal flying
experiengex Approximately 65 hours.

60 hours. 45 miputes voth dual and

Flyi hours in
co%ngd on type: solo as og 6th October, 1976.

Medical Certificate: Last medical examination 6th
October,1976, valid until 6th

October, 1977.
sircraft Information:
1.6.1., Construction.
piper PA-28-180 (Cherokee) serial 28-7505225
powered by one Lycoming 0-360-A4A Engine and

panufactured by Piper aircraft corporation e
Beech, Floride - U.S.A. in 1975. k y Voxo
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1.7.

1.10.

1.11l.

¥ arrived i
Fik C : in Bast Africa i
datedeggiflcate of AiTworthiness fgr E possession of an
. h May, 1975, in Bas Rt
AIWOrthiness No.1068 wag i
This Certificate X

African Certificate of
. sued on 16
last validity pe has since b th October, 1975,
1977, .

: €en kept valid until the

riod of 16th October, 1976 to 15th October
This aircraft myst be o
Approved Flight Manua .

When this aircrafy
registered on 30th
CMC Aviation Ita

perated in accordance with the FAA

arrived in East Africa it was first
September, 1975 in the name of
«» P.0. Box 44580, NAIROBI.
Since then it has changed ownership as follows:-

24th October,1975- Credit Finance Corporation

P.0. Box 19122, NAIROBI

( Current Owners).
1.6.2., Weight and Balance.

The aircraft weight was less than the maximum
certificated take-off weight.

At take-off it
was calculated that the C of G was within specified
C of G range.
Meteorological Information:

The weather at the time of the accident was good. There
was no Meteorological forecasting service in the vicinity.
The accident occurred in daylight.
Lids to Navigation:

Not applicable.

Coumunications:

Normal RT communication was carried out between the East
Lir Centre and 5Y-AZG during the flight.

Aerodrome and Ground Facilities:
1.10.1 Aerodrome.

The Airstrip on Eentury Farm is privately owned, and
the farm house i8 adjacent to one end of the strip
and at the time of the accident a single engined
Cessna aircraft was also parked in the vicinity.
The runway is approximatel

surface was in good con

{ 900 metres long and the
dition but wet.
Flight Recorder:

Not required and not fitted.




l.12,

1.13.

1.14.

1.15.

1.16.

WreCkEEe;

Exaninati :
the urcrz}’taﬁ dghfml{‘{%lgtdof_impau:t indicated that
one end of the runway. . with trees adjacent to

to de-accelerat ay, which had caused the air
e : craft
inverted Position?nd stall coming to rest in an

The wrecka

€€ was approximatel
centre line : y 73 metres from the
metres fro of the runway and approximately 70

L end of the airetrip.
zgzu?trcgaft suffered substantial damage as a
e fg the impact with the trees and the ground

re broke out. This was extinguished by the
prompt action of a witness.
There was no evidence of a

ny pre-accident damage

to the aircraft or its flying controls as rarags

could be ascertained The wheel brakes oper
. ated
satisfactorily when tested after the accigent.

Medical and Pathological Information:

Both occupants were badly injured but were alive
when rescued from the wreckage. The pilot died
later as a result of his injuries.

It was ascertained from witnesses that although
upper torso restraints were fitted to this aircraft,
only the lapstraps were in use at the time of the
accident. It is considered that had the upper
torso restraint harness been used on this occasion

there is the possibility that both occupants
would have received

less serious injuries and the
pilot might have survived.

The fitting of Upper t

orso restraints are not yet
a mandatory requireuwent for aircraft on the Kenya
Register.

Fire:

Fire broke out after iupact but was ext;ngulshed
by one of the witnesses, prior to rescuing the
occupants.

survival Aspects:

Although the

aircraft struck trees and subsequently
the ground with

considerable force it is probable
that the pilot might have survived and the

passenger received less serious injuries had the
upper torso restraints been used at the time.

to
Had the witne

sses not been able to rush/the wreckage
immediately a

fter impact, this accident would not
have been survivable.

Teste and Research:

Nil.
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1.17. Other Information:
Nil

AHALYSIS AND COWCLUSIONS:

2.1. Analysis.

The accident occurred when the pilot tried to take
off again after an attempted 1agd1ng.

witnesses' reports stated that the engine sounded
to be operating normally when the aircraft was

seen to attewpt to climb over the trees adjacent

to the end of the airstri in a very high noge-up
attitude, This analysis fe therefore concerned
with how the aircraft came to be in such a position.

2.1.1. The approach for landing appeared to witnesses on
the ground to be high and touch down was made
some way dong the strip. It is stated that when
the aircraft crossed the threshold the pilot may
have realised that there was a parked aircraft and
a house at the far end and that he swung the
aircraft to ome side in an ap arent effort to
avoid these. x8 & result of these wanoeuvres
there was insufficient room for the aircreft to gein
sufficient height on the overshoot, to clear trees
adjacent to the further end of the airstrip. The
aircraft stalled and dropped one wing, rolled on
to its back and dived into the ground.

4 total of 65 hours experience is pinimal and,
having made 2 decision to try to land on the
airsetrip, the question arises as to whether the
the pilot had poticed that an aircraft was parked
at the end of the strip, This subsequent
decision to overshoot was too late, with the
result that there was insufficient roou to clear
trees adjacent to the further end of the alrstrip.
The reason for the attempt to lend is not oclear
a8 the residents of the farm state that the pilot
was pot a friend of theirs and that they were not
expecting any visitors at the time. However,
the pilot apparently pade a statement on his way
to hospitel, thot he was g01Dg into Wilson
sirport Neirobl (approximately 42 N.M, away)
but when he saw an airstrip below he though that
he would land there. He did in faot fly over the
strip before couing in to land, but witnesses
state that he made a rather high approuach before

the actual landing.
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CHIEF INSPECTOR OF ALCCIDENTS

CONCLUSLONSI
(@) Eludlnga.

(v)

~

(1)

(11)

(111)

(1v)

()

(vi)

CAUSE?

The pllot was properly licensed and
experienced to carry out the flight.

The airoraft gertiflicate of Adrworthiness
was current.

The aircraft had been waintained to an
approved Maintenance Schedule and the
Certificate of Maintenance was valid,

The pilot attempted to carry out a landing
on a private airstrip at Century Farm,
Naivasha.

when landing the pilot's attention appeared

to have been diverted by an aircraft parked
at the further end of the runway and he
?tgempted an overshoot whilst turning to the
eft.

Because of the short distance available the
gilot was unable to prevent the aircraft
rom striking trees adjacent to the further
end of the airstrip.

The accident was caused by the aircraft striking
trees during an overshoot procedure after the

pilot had attompted a landing on a private airstrip,
from an approach that was apparently too high.
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