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ACCTDENT TNVESTTGATTON BRANCH

CAV/hCC/1/88

CTVTL ATRCRAFT ACCTVDENT

REPORT ON ACCTDENT TO PTPER BA 28-161
ATRCRAFT REGTSTRATTON NUMBER 5Y-BCE
THAT OCCURED ON 22FD JARU~RY 1988
AT KERTCHO TEA PLANTATTON (KENYA).
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ACCTDENT REPORT

ACCTDENT TNVESTTGATTON BRANCH
CTVTL ATRCRAFT REPORT_NO. CAV. acc/1/88

PTPER PA.28-161

ATRCRAFT -
REGTSTRATTON - 5Y-BCE

ENGTNE - ONE-LYCOMTNG 0-320 D3G
REGTSTERED OWNER - FTLECO AGENCTES LTD.

PTLOT - MR. JOHN EDWARD NEWTON
PASSENGERS - THREE (3)

PLACE OF ACCTDENT ' KERTCHO TEA ESTATE (KENYA)

DATE AND TTME = 22ND JANUARY, 1988 AT 1840 HOURS

ALL TTMES TN THTS REPORT ARE U.T.C. _

s en Visual Flight Rule
aircraft was expected

SUMMARY: The atrcraft wa s flfebt from Masal
Mara te Nafrob# Wilson Asrport. The
to arrive at Wilson Atrport at 1840. The aircraft never

nd it was learned later after all the efforts were

s at JKTA to-assist him that

Tt was coné

appemred &
y Air Traffic Controtler

made b
he had crash landed-at Kericho Tea Plant&tion.
cluded that the accident occured as a result of the pilot
getting lost due to poor navigation and running short of

fuel.
1.0 TNVESTTGATTON
1.1 HTSTORY OF THE FLTGHT -

Mr. John Edward Newton, a British citizen was on

The p*lot,
t *n Kenya. On 21st-January, 1988 he-went

safar! as & touris
to C.M.C. Flytng Scho
NO.5Y-BCE on self fly bas®s.
Mara the same day for a nfght stop. On 22nd January, 1988-

ol ard hired an atrcraft Regbstration -

The asrcraft took-off for Masad

the pilot stated that he was at Mara Serena-airstrip awastin
to fly to Keekorok as he hag reeeived a Radio-Call frem th 5
Hotel tell*ng h'm that two tourists had been injured in €
road acctdent and needed-embrgency medical attention :
stated that on-human? tar!an-grounds, he opted to f1 t; -
tourists to Natrobi. The a’rcraft-took-o6f from : - et
at 1600 and proceeded to fly to R e ara Serena
nstrument

Flight conditions.
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1¢3

1.4

o -
He stated that he had enough fuel for Naireb with 8 reserve TEs
one hour. After take-off the ptlot ntact Wi th
Natrob! Area Control Centre and obtatned weather as
at Natrobt, At 1640 the p'lot sta a thunders®
with 1'ghtn'ng ahead.- Hts autematic dfrectton
was unrelfsble, the Vtetal Omrt radto Directional

113,171 mhz-was mot rece®ving any st -He furt
) frequenctes were

astabl‘shed co

ted that he saw

f1nder on
(VOR) on

gnals. her stated that

two Nen D*rect'onal Beacom (NBPB given to h'm
ttnued to exper*ence problems with
o hold there for

1teved that he

Control Centre

by Natrobt Centre but he con
ADF. The p'lot came overhead Narok and dectded t

the weather to clear. The pilot states that he be

and was asked by the Nairob?

was overhead Na!rob?
He requested for

whether he could see the runway lights.
Radar to be vactere
The pilot states-that as the

pack to Mas&! Mara but
After a further 4s to

ass!stance from Nairob! d but was tnformed
thet the Radar waS<unserv4ceable.

weather was worsening he decided to go

t somewhere over the Rift Valley.
he was able to see t
r was Kericho after crash
trying to look for &
mistook

got los
50 minutes of fly'‘ng, he 1ights of & town
below which he came to learn late

He further states that he was
low fuel and in the-process,
The alrcraft

landing.
place to force-land due to
the tea plantation ghich was flat as an alretripe.

crash landed at 1840.

TNJURTES TO PERSONS

TNJURTES CREW PASSENGERS OTHERS
Fatal =0 - -
None-fatal 1 3 -
None ¢ - —

DANAGE_TO ATRCRAFT
fter crash lan

The atrcraft @ ding summersalted and came to rest

with the fuselage e
The port and star-board wings ripped off and severly

ecar was ripped off from attachments as a

side down. T@e aircraft was extensiveély !

damaged.

dented,
result of tmpact
gwtsted. The r'g
mounting rods were bent. The propeller-engine flange was cracked

although the prope

the land'ng &
wtth the ground. Hordizontal stabilizirs were

ht mountings were cracked and the right

ller blades remained ‘ntact.
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145

1.6

1.6.0
161

1.6.2

end to be carrfed on the a‘rcraft at all times
es,

-3

OTHER_DAM/GE ¢ the crae®
a

son
There was damage to the surroundfng Tea Plantat

stte though not of any sfgn?ffcance.

CREW TNFORMATTON ; - -
rit*sh cittzen bor
1957-when he eameé

in
The pilot, John Edward Newt;F“‘s a B v

Un'ted Manchester Kingdom on 18t February;
to Kenya as a tourfst he-converted h's Un*ted K*ngdom Erfvate
Pilot L*cence No.44936A *ssued-on 24th August, 1987. Mr. doud
Newton was granted a Kenyan Private Pilot L*cence No.YK 1999
P.L dated Sth January, 1988 to expire on Lth January, 1990 on
the strength-of h's Un’ted Kingdom Licence. When apply*ng for
h's Kenyan Licence on Gth January, 1988 Mr, John Newton clatmed
approximately 152 hours flown as follows:

Day P1 - 29.45

P2 - 117.k40
Néght P2/P3- - L.h45 - -

At the time of accident, his medical was valsd.

ATRCRAFT TNFORFNATTON
The aircraft is a Piper PA 28-161 Sertal No.28-78116019

powered by One-Lycoming engine 0320-D3G. Tt was manufactured
by Piper Aircraft Corporation U.S.A. 4n 1978.

ATRWORTHTNESS

The alrcraft arrived in-Kenya with an Export Cert®ficate of A3
: re

worthiness No.E-163544 1ssued-on 12th August, 1997, After .
arrival, an East African Cert!{ficate of Airworthiness No.1172
was issued on 318t October; 1988 on the strength of East Africa
Community Certificate of Afrworth‘ness. The Kenyan one has be X
kept current to expire on 13th December, 1988, °n

CATEGORY
Transport (passenger).

WETGHT /SCHEDUBE i
The afruraft was to be operated ‘n accordance with

a
Pilot Operating Hrndbook ref rcrece 761640 4- i
1976 which forms part of the Certificate of

Pproved
ted 16th Decempey
: L

A!rwartheneas ang
n

ceeesh




1.7

1.8

1-9

1.10

ol
REGTSTRATTON - - 28-under CHC
The aircraft-was reg!stered *n Kenya-on U L 194f1cate of
t
Avistion Lim‘ted P. O. Box 44580, Natrobt and 2 e 1stration
5
Registration No.1151 was tssued. Since then the Reg

has changed ownership as follows:

g!stered under Wwoolworths

On 41th November, 1980 - Tt was re
0. Box 30184 Natrobi.

1:mited and CMC Holdings Limited, P.
Cettificate of Reg*strat*on_No.1151-A-

On 1st December, 1982 - Under Filmco Agenc4eS‘L‘m’ted! p. O.
Box 45478, Natrobi. Cert!ficate of Registratien No.1151-B was
ci dentu

1ssued. They were the current owners at the time of the ac

METEQROLDGTCAL TNFORMATTON
According to-the pilot the weather enroute was poor with thunder=-
storms and lightning. The Nairobt Wilson Atrport Metar for 1700

was as follows: = = =
Surface w'nd was 020° at a velocity of 8 kts, Vistbility of more
than 10 km, Cleuds were 1 octa cumulus at 2500 ft, Temperature
of 22°¢ dew potnt 11°, QNH 1017 Hpa.

ATDS PO NAVTGATTON - - - = = i
The p:lot had-unreliable Automatic Direetton Finder, amd 4t would

appear from Air Traffic Control Transcripts that the af‘rcraft was
equipped with all requfred Navigational Atdss: Nafrobi terminal
area 4s also ;urrounded by enough ground Navigation Radio A3ds
and most of them were serviceable at-that time of fiight. The
ptlot was accorded all necessary assistance for Navigation hy

Asr Praffic Controller.

COMMUNTCATTONS- -

Prior to the afrcraft getting lost and subsequent crash landi
ng at

Kericho Tea Plantation. The aircraft was communicating to tp
e A
Control Centre and Approach Control. On frequency 118 Trea

119.7 mhz respectively. 5 mhz gpq
AERODROME AND GROUND FACTLTTTES _
Necessary arrangements were made for the pilot to-land ag yoy. . |

Wiison Afrport and also at Jomo Kenyatta Tnternational A4 al ropy
prior to getting lost. rport

.."'/5
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At Kericho near the crash site,

a
there 1s an atrstrip at
po

The
S'tton 6 NM due North-East-of the Kericho Tea Factorye

Wik
measurement of the airstrip *s 4235 x L4bm,; elevation 525 ft

runways Ok/22, Alrsttip. co-ordinates are 00255 3515E.

FLTGHT RECORDER

No fl:ght recorder was fitted or required by regulations to
be fitted.

THE WRECKAGE )

The wreckage-was not scattered over a large area. The atrcraft
wings were ripped off from the attachments and were found appro-
ximately 10 metres from the fuselage which was lyf‘ng upside down
accross a dra‘nage. The ‘mpact was caused by the Tea-Bushes
which were uprooted when the atrcraft hit the-ground in a

landing profile. The impact velocity 1s considered to have been

low to dislodge the seats from their floor raitls.

The seat belts
attachment were intact.

MEDTCAL AND PATHOLOGTCAL TNFORMATTON =

The p*lot, and the passengers who were previously ‘njured in

a roam accident-at Masat -Mara,

were extricated amd taken to

Brookebond Cl?nsc at Ker:cho where they were admitted for

treatment. The pattents were discharged the following day and
driven to Na!robt City by road.

FTRE ~

There was no fire.

SURVTVAL ASPECTS

Though the pi*lot and the passengers escaped W’th-*njur1es,«the
accident was survivable sinece the aircraft was V*rtually With ne
fuel which could have made %t explode on impact.

TEST AND RESEABCH - -

Not necessary Sn this accident.

ADDTTTONAL TNFORMATTON
Not applicable.

*reel /6
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3.1

b= .
alrst-s g
Rad!O
s who

ANALYSTS =
rena
On 22nd Jamuary, 1988 the ptlot took-off from Mara S€

for Natrobt at 1600. The ptlot elatmed-that he T€
t the P

On hum&

cetved 2
assenger
nttarian” !
his flying qual*f*cat*on in
night knowing very well that
tn Tnstrument F1:ght
d nor

Call from the Hotel requesting him to airlif
were involved *n a road accident . Masa‘ Mara.

grounds, the p*lot,; forgetting to take
te account, he decided to take-off at
Visual-Flight Rules are not allowed in Kenya.

coh@itions or at night. The pilot was not tnstrument rate
The pilot after take-off, entered fnto bad

instruments in an attempt to |
ed alot of

was he night-rated.

weather which forced him to fly
The pilot in course of the flight,
Despite all the assistance whic

exper?enc
h was -

ot lost in

not know

Nairob? s
navigation problems.
accorded to the pilet by the controliers, the pilot g
bad weather and continued to fly-in directions he did

until he saw some lights at-a distance. The pilot continued
te navigate towards-the visible lights.
the pilot circled-and in the process, he was short

On getting overhead the

lighted town,
of fuel. Tn the process of trying to locate a place to land,-he

states that he saw a flat area which he thought was an open air-
He selected to land, but crash landed on a tea planaation.
!

fields
pside down sustaining substantial

The afrcraft came to rest u

damage. :
|

FTNDTNGS =
RS

Tt was establfshed:-
the decumentation of the aircraft were in order.

(1) that
(2) that
(3) that
(4) that
(5) that
(6) that

that

the p’lot was properly licenced.
the weather enroute was poor for Visual Flight Rules.

the ptlot was not imstrument-rated.

the p+lot was not n’ght-rated.
the pilot opted to take-off at night knowing very well

such flights are not allowed &fter 1530.

CAUSE -
This accident occured as a result of pilot getting lest ang crash

1anded at the Tea Plantation, which he took to be an air figlgqg

Capt. J. M. Kagua,
TNSPECTOR OF ATRCRAFT ACCTDENT
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