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MINISTRY CF TRANS.ORT AND COMMUNICATIONS

A CIDENT INV. TIG.TION BRANCH

CIVIL AIRCA#FT ACCIDENT KEPCRT: CAV/nCC/4/80

AIRCR .FT AMND

REGISTRATION NC: PIP:R PA32-300 5Y-KON
ENGINE: CNi LYCOMING 0-470-L WITH A

POVER RATING OF 225 H. F.

REGISD SRED G ‘NLR: MR. F. J. POTTHR, Pe Go BOX
83, NANDI HILLS, KENYA.

PILCT F. J. ICYTER - LILLED

Pa SENGLRS: CNE, LILLED

PLACE CF ACCIDLNT RIRONI, LINURU - KENYa.

ALL TIMES CGN THIS REPORT 4RE GMT.

1. INVESTIGATIGN

1.3 HISTORY OF THE FLIGHT
The aircraft was on nrivate visual flight rule from Nandi
No previous flight plan had been

Hills to Wilkson &airnort.
filed but the aircraft contacted Nairobi ..rea Control Centre

giving an estimated airival time Wilson as 0535. No further

contact on VIF was received. A phone call from Mr. J. C.

Gitau (a pilot with Kenya Airways) informed -A€€" it that
at 0515 an aircraft had collided with VUK TV mast killing

both occupants. He also pa sed the registration No. 5Y-KON.

Subsequently this same witness gave the following statement;

it about 0510 I was in my house at Limuru = Rironi Village.

A light aircraft flew above my hruse at a considerable low

altitude towards Nairobi Wilson. The visibility on the

ground, was approximately 4-5 Km and ceiling was 300-500

feet above ground. At about 0515 the same plane came back
at the same low altitude, this time to the Bast of my house
I heard

towards the Voice of Keny= TV trasmitting mast.
I went to

loud bangs followed by a heavy crashing noises.
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the scene immediately and assisted in removing the bodies (many
people had already pathered there) The pilot was dead on impact
but the passenrer died shortly after beinpg removed.

a Mr. Odoka, gave him registration and other

I telephoned

area Control Centre,
relevant details about position. Folice were informed and arrived
within 30 minutes, from Tigoni Police Station.

A4 subseoquent report from the staff of Voice of Kenya TV
Transmitting station Limuru stated th=at the aircraft was flying
about 100 feet from the ground and that the weather wcs very poor.

They further stated that when the aircraft was approximately

100 feet from the aerial mast, they noticed the aircraft trying
a turn away from the mast, but the back whrels were arrested by a

guy wire which pulled the plane down.

1.2 INJURIES TC PERSCHNS:

INJURIES: CREW PASSENGERS OTHERS
Fatal £k 1 =
Serious - e &
Minor/None - - -

DAM..GE TO uwIRCRUFT
a/ The aircraft wos/write off.

from the main wreckage to a distance of 30 metres.
aerial mast while

The

The engine block had separated
The main

section of starboard wing was near the
the main wreckage was about 150 metres further away.

cocknit Section was so badly smashed that it was impossible

to read the instruments.

Tk OTHER DaMaCE:
Two of the guy wires supporting the TV aerial mast were

broken. The plane ploughed through a maize plantation

destroying well grown maize on its path.

1S C.:kW INFORMaTION:
Franeis John Potter was born in Australia on 12th June, 1927.

He first got an Dast african Filot's licence on 30th January,

1966 No. 1382 (K.1191). He obtained flight Radiotelephony

Operator's Licence, No. 1079 (K939), on 16th June, 1967.
The two licences had been kept current since ihen and the

last validity was due to cxpire on 6th lovember, 1980.
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RATINGS AND LXPLRIWNCE:

is on 7th November, 1979 when the pilot's licence was
renewed, Mr. F. J. Potter's flying exprrience was
calculated as follows:

Total flying hours - 391.58

Pilot in Command - 357.18

Dual and/or und~r
instructions - 34,40

AIRCRAFT IUFORMATION:

The aircraft wes a cessma 182, constructed in 1951

by Cessna aircraft Commany in U.S.i. It is powered
by one Lycoming 0-470-L engine with a power rating of

225 H. P. The constructors serial No. was 34708,

AIRWORTHINESS

The aircr~ft arrived in this country in no-session of

a U.S.A. Certificate of airworthiness No. E.35821
dated 4th December, 1°57. This aircraft was subsequently

issued an Last African C of A No. 208 wiich has since

been kept valid. The last validity was due to expire

on 28th Octobver, 1980.

METSOROLOGIC..L INFORMi#TION:

an eye witn-ss who is an airline nilot, stated that the

weather was overcast visibility 4-5 Km.

Ceiling
300-500 fcet.

«ID TC N.VIG. TION
liot applicable.

The flight was operating on visual
flight rules.

COMMUNICAHTION:

The aircraft was equippéd with the required minimum

standard communication facilities.

aLLkCDROME INFORLNATION

Not applicable.
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FLIGHT RECORDLR

Not fitted and none required.

ULBK..GE WND IMPLCT INFCLMLTICH

The aircraft collided with guy ropes supnorting the

Voice of Kcnya TV Trasmitting mast. It then crashcd
into a nearby maize plantation and was badly damaged.

It was/write off.

M ;DICaL AND P.THOLOGIC.L INFORMATICH

The pilot and passenger died as a resilt of multiple
rib fractures, whiplash neck injury, lower jaws

fractures, arm fractures and Tranverscly scvered aorta.

FI E

None

SURVIV..L ..SPLCT:

The nccident was not survivable.

TEST ..MD RESWL..KCH:

Vas not available during the time of producing this

report.

HNALYSIS:

Leathcr was reportcd by a qualified airline nilot and
other witnerses to hove hcen very poor. Overcast with
a very low cciling. The aircraft was heard cireling in
cloud a2t a height of approximately 200 feet above ground.
The Voice of Kecnya TV Trasmitting mast at position
01%08"05" 5 36°38'25" E is 420 feet above ground.

RUNW.Y CONDITICHNS

Not applicable.
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wCiLuuPICH LND DECLL W TTION

Having examined the wreckage and noting nothing

abnormal with control surfaces it is clear that therc

was no in flight break up of the airframe.

The aircraft had collided with the Euy ropes supporting

the TV mrst and hed broken two of them.

CONCLUSION
a) FINDINGS
i) The pilot wss properly licenced.
2574 The aircraft was maintained proprrly.

iii) The weight 2nd C ofG. were within the
prescribed limit.

iv) There was no in flight break up.

b) CLUSE:
The cause of this nccident is collision with guy
wires supporting TV mast. This wzs due to poor
airmanship of the pilot. ut no time should he
have been in cloud as he was not rated for IFR

flight.

J. C. Mungai
INSPLCTOR OF i .CIDENTS




