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CIVIL AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT

NUMBER CAV/ACC/1/87

AIRCRAFT TYPE: CESSNA 1820

REGISTRATION MARKS: 3Q-CCA

NATIONALITY OF REGISTRY: ZAIRE

REGISTERED OWNER: MR. MARC LEKEU,
B.P. 10698, KINSHASA, ZAIRE.

OPERATOR: MR. MARC LEKEU

PLACE OF ACCIDENT: NEAR MERU PARK AIRSTRIP IN MERU GAME PARK
APPROXIMATELY 0% 11' NORTH AND 38° 07' EAST.

DATE OF OCCURENCE: 1ST JANUARY, 18987,

TIME: 14.20

AL TIMES' IN THIS | REPORT  ARE. GiM.T.

SYNDPSIS:

The aircraft took off from Ukunda Airstrip south of Mombasa on the mainland at
approximately 12.00 heading for Meru National Park. At approximately 14.15 the aircraf
arrived at Meru National Park and made a low level flight over Rojewero Camp site in

a2 bid to locate the destination camp site and drop a message. During the second

low 1level flight above the camp site the aeroplane hit a tree top and crashed
immediately after.

1.0 FACTUAL INFORMATION:

: (B 3 History of the Flight:

The aircraft engaged on a private flight from Ukunda Airstrip south

of Mombasa was carrying one pilot, one adult passenger and a few items
of personal belongings.

The pilot states in his report that he filed an airborne Visual

Flight Rules flight plan having departed from Ukunda at approximately
12.00 to go to Meru National Park.

The flight which took slightly over two hours in good weather was
unventful, At approximately 14,15 the flight had reached the Meru
National Park and located the Rojewero Camp site approximately eight

kilometres south-west of Meru-Mulika Lodge.
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The aircraft made a low level Tlight above the camp site in a bid to locate
it. The aircraft again mede @ second low level flight and dropped a
message at the camp-site. Ouring the attempt to fly away, the aeroplane
hit the top branches of a thirty foot tree subsequently crashing on the
ground about seventy fest away.

1.2 Injuriss to Persons:
INJURIES CREW PASSENGERS OTHERS
FATAL - 1 -
SERIQUS 1 - 3
MINOR/NONE - - &
§ =3 Damage to Aircraft:
Damage to the asroplane was extensive and was mainly as a result of impact
with the tree branches and the ground.
The fuselage centre section housing the cabin was damaged to the extent
that the occupiable area was reduced to approximately fourty percent.
The upper skin was completely detatched from the tail cone.
The left wing was destroyed by the final impact with the ground as the
aeroplane hit the ground with an apparsnt left wing low. The right wing
main attachment points to the fuselage were damaged by the whip-lash
effect when the aeroplane impacted the ground. The right wing tip had
previously been detached when the right wing hit the tree branch.
) The left tail plane suffered impact demege with ground while the fin was

affected by the inertail forces (whip-lash).

The propeller blade damage was indicative of high engine speed at time of
impact.

Both pilot and co-pilot seats came off the floor seat rails while the
co-pilot seat-belt sheared at the backle due to the apparently high
inertail forces. The pilot’s control column was bent at a point indicative

of full nose up selection of the elevetor.

1.4, Other Damage:
Not significat.

TeD Personnel Information:

Pilot-in-Command:

Mr. Marc Lekeu had a valid pilots licence issued by the Civil

~ Aviation Authority of the Republic of Zaire. Details of the
licence and experience of the pilot were not available when the
; agurt was compiled.
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1.6.

1.7

1.8.

1.9,

1.10

1,11

1.12

Aircraft Information:

Type: Cessna 1820 powered by one Continental
10-470-L engine.

Constructor: Cessna Aircraft Company, Kansas, U.S.A.

Not known

Constructors Serial Number: 53555

Date of Construction:

f s atcation; Details of registration since construction

were not available. However, at the time of

the accident the aircraft was registered in

the name of Mr. Marc Lekeu of B.P. 147 Isiro,

The Republic of Zaire Certificate of
Registration No.B75 was issued.

Zaire.

Airworthiness: A copy of the Certificate of Airworthiness

Number 675 was found in the aircraft file
and this was issued on 23rd June,1880.

Meteorological Information:

Weather was not significant as the complete flight took place during the
day in clear weather.

Aids to Navigation:

Not significat to this accident.

Communications:

At or prior to the accident occuring, communication did not play a

signif.cant role as the airstrip of intended landing was unmanned.

Aerodrome and ground facilities:-

—

Not applicable. However, the accident sport was within a few kilometres
from the Meru Park Airstrip which had been located.

Flight Recorders:
Not mandatory for type of aeroplane, none fitted.

Wreckage and impact information:

The wreckage did not scatter over a wide area. Parts of the right wing
tip were found on the tree branches while other wing tip parts had
settled under the tree indicating that the first impact was caused by
the tree. The main wreckage was at or close to the point of final impa
The aeroplane hit the ground with & nose down, left wing low attitude.
Considering that the flight control column position at impact was of
"full nose up” demand,it is evident the aeroplane was out of control pr
to fiﬁél impact. The impact velocity was high enough to dislodge both
front seats from their floor rails and shear the co-pilot seat belt.

The passenger on the front seat was subsequently thrown out through
the windscreen.
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1.13 Medical and pathological information:
A passenger Miss Jjudith Close died shortly after the accident.
the cause of her death hes not been made sveilable te the
investigator.

1.14 Fire:
None broke out.

16 Survival asEects:
Chances of survival were very low because, the impact damage
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3.0. CONCLUSIONS:

3 (a) -The pilot was qualified and rated to fly the aeroplane.

(b

The aircraft had been maintained in accordance with a

e approved by the Civil Aviation Department in Zaire.

.programm
(c¢) The aircraf
(d) The wreckage pa

t was loaded to within the specified limits.

ttern indicates that the right wing hit a

tree branch.

{e) The final wreckage pattern indicates post impact damage.

342 Cause:

The accident was caused by collision with a tree. Contributory

‘fagtnr was the pilot’s inability to observe the aeroplane
rate and/or keep surveillance of the flight path while performing

's sink

vatheﬂ.ynspecified tasks.
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(a) Performance:

Pilots should be fully conversant with the performance and
handling qualities of  the individual aeroplane prior to
A initiating certain manouvres. -

(b) Surveillance:

Pilots should reélise the degredation of surveillance when
i performing many other tasks; the primary factor is to avoid
| collision by keeping a look-out in visual meteorological
conditions.




