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PRELIMINARY REPORT 

 
OPERATOR:      Kisima Farm Ltd.  

 

AIRCRAFT TYPE/ MANUFACTURER:   PA 28-236/ Piper Aircraft Corporation 

    

YEAR OF MANUFACTURE:    1979 

 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION:    5Y-RCC 

 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:   28-8011064 

 

DATE OF REGISTRATION:    23 April 1982 

 

TYPE OF ENGINE:      Lycoming (T10-540-J3A5D) 

 

DATE OF OCCURRENCE:    24 May 2013 

 

TIME OF OCCURRENCE:    1515  

 

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE:  Riara airstrip 01° 06’ 40”S, 36° 41’ 31”E  

 

TYPE OF FLIGHT:      General aviation 

 

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD:   Crew - 1; Passengers – 3(2 adults and 1 child) 

 

INJURIES:  None 

 

NATURE OF DAMAGE:  Substantial 

 

CATEGORY OF OCCURRENCE: Accident 

 

NAME OF PIC:     J.G.L. Powys 

 

PIC’S FLYING EXPERIENCE:    13,012 hrs  

 

 
All times given in this report are Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) 

East African Local Time is UTC plus 3 hours. 



 
 

REMARKS 

 

The aircraft had taken off from Suyian Ranch airstrip in Kisima Rumuruti and was destined for 

Riara airstrip. The pilot reported that he realized that he would be landing into the setting sun, 

but on previous occasions the sun had not been directly in line with the airstrip.  He further 

reported that on finals, he realized that vision would be greatly impaired by the setting sun but 

he was already committed and in his opinion aborting the landing would be dangerous. Of note 

is that the airstrip is not on level ground and one lands into rising ground, uphill so to speak. 

He states that he touched down okay, but the sun completely obscured his vision due to the 

rising angle of the runway and after rolling about 200 metres, the LH wing clipped a tree on the 

side of the runway and spun the aircraft round through about 270°. The aircraft thus came to 

rest perpendicular to the grass runway.  

 

According to the PIC, there were no injuries. 

 

Investigations into the accident are ongoing. 
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