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PRELIMINARY REPORT 
 

OPERATOR     : Regional Air Services  

AIRCRAFT TYPE/ MANUFACTURER : DHC6-300/De Havilland Aircraft Corporation 

YEAR OF MANUFACTURE  : 1982 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION  : 5H-KEG 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER  : 799 

DATE OF REGISTRATION  : 07 October 2016 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF ENGINE : Two PWC PT6A-27 

DATE OF OCCURRENCE  : 16 May 2018 

TIME OF OCCURRENCE   : 1702 hours 

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE : Apron 4, Wilson Airport (HKNW)  

PHASE OF FLIGHT   : Taxi 

TYPE OF FLIGHT    : Positioning 

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD : One 

INJURIES : None 

NATURE OF DAMAGE :  Minor 

CATEGORY OF OCCURRENCE : Ground Incident 

PIC’S TOTAL FLYING EXPERIENCE : 6000 hours 

PIC’S TOTAL HOURS ON TYPE : 2500 hours 

Times given in this report are East African Local Time 



   

 

NARRATIVE 

On 16 May 2018 at 1800, the Air Accident Investigation Department (AAID) was notified of a 

ground incident at Apron 4 of Wilson Airport (HKNW), Nairobi, by the Wilson Air Traffic 

Control (ATC) Tower. The incident involved a ground collision of a taxiing DHC6 Twin Otter 

of registration 5H-KEG (KEG) with a parked B200 King Air of registration 5Y-SSB (SSB). 

Prior to the incident on 16 May 2018, KEG had been parked at the AirKenya Maintenance 

Hangar. At approximately 1657, KEG received clearance to taxi to the Customs Area of 

HKNW via Taxiway A and to hold short of runway 14. The pilot was the sole person on board 

the aircraft. There was one marshaller at the front of the aircraft. After initiating taxi, the pilot 

reported that there was a helicopter parked on his right which was blocking the taxiway. KEG 

stopped briefly to allow for the helicopter to be moved. Once the pilot was advised by the 

marshaller that all was clear, KEG continued taxiing and held short of SSB which had just 

taxied in from a flight and was parked in a position that partially blocked the taxiway. To the 

left of KEG was a parked CRJ of registration 5Y-BXD. The marshaller requested for SSB to 

be moved to allow for KEG to continue taxiing. As SSB was being pushed and towed out of 

the taxiway, the marshaller moved to the front of the aircraft and advised the KEG pilot to 

continue taxiing forward. According to the marshaller, he then noticed that the KEG left 

wingtip was too close to the BXD windshield and advised the pilot to move slightly to the 

right. At this point, the KEG right wingtip was moving closer to the SSB rudder. Pushing and 

towing of SSB was stopped shortly before impact. The marshaller continued signaling KEG to 

move forward until just a few seconds before impact when he tried to stop the aircraft, but it 

was all too late. At 1702, the right wingtip of KEG collided with the rudder of SSB. The pilot 

felt the collision and immediately stopped the aircraft and shut down both engines.      

There were no injuries reported as a result of this occurrence. However, SSB sustained minor 

impact damage on its rudder. There was no visible damage on the KEG right wingtip. 

The investigation is in progress. 
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