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PRELIMINARY REPORT 
 

OPERATOR/OWNER   : Nairobi Flight Training Limited (NFT)  

AIRCRAFT TYPE/ MANUFACTURER : Piper PA 28-140/Piper Aircraft Corporation 

YEAR OF MANUFACTURE  : 1966 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION  : 5Y-BON 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER  : 28-22452 

DATE OF REGISTRATION  : 5 September 2017 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF ENGINE : One Lycoming O-320-E3D 

ENGINE SERIAL NUMBER  : L-30675-27A 

DATE OF OCCURRENCE  : 6 September 2018 

TIME OF OCCURRENCE   : 1058 hours 

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE : Nairobi National Park  

  (01°20.446ʹS; 036°49.809ʹE) 

TYPE OF FLIGHT    : Training 

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD : Two 

INJURIES : None 

NATURE OF DAMAGE :  Dents and scratches to the wing and horizontal 

stabilizer skin and leading edges and spinner 

CATEGORY OF OCCURRENCE : Serious Incident 

PILOT IN COMMAND (PIC)  : CPL 

PIC’S FLYING EXPERIENCE  : 670 hours 

 

Times given in this report are East African Local Time 



  

REMARKS 

On 06 September 2018 at 1112 hours, the Air Accident Investigation Department was notified 

of a serious incident at the Nairobi National Park by Wilson Airport Air Traffic Control Tower. 

The incident involved a Piper PA 28 of registration 5Y-BON operated by NFT. The aircraft 

was reported to have lost power after takeoff and made an emergency landing at the Nairobi 

National Park. 

5Y-BON took off from runway 14 of Wilson Airport on 06 September 2018 at 1057 hours 

with two pilots on board. According to the PIC, the purpose of the flight was to build flight 

time on the PA 28. The flight was intended to take 30 minutes in the local training area and 15 

minutes of circuits. Preflight checks and engine power runs were conducted prior to takeoff 

and according to PIC, everything was satisfactory. The aircraft accelerated slowly during the 

takeoff roll and the PIC reported initiating rotation at 80KIAS. Immediately after lift off, the 

engine started vibrating. According to the PIC, RPM at this point was below 2000 and airspeed 

had dropped below 80KIAS. The aircraft was approximately 600 feet above ground level. The 

PIC initially decided to request for a low-level flight back to Wilson, but the aircraft could not 

maintain a level flight. The stall warner light was reported blinking and the aircraft was losing 

altitude. The PIC then decided to make an emergency landing at the National Park. The 

airspeed and RPM were reported to have dropped to 60KIAS and 1800 respectively before 

touchdown. The aircraft rolled for approximately 100 meters before coming to rest.     

Both pilots on board 5Y-BON at the time of incident were CPL holders. The PIC was a flight 

instructor at NFT while the second pilot was a Multi-Engine IR student also at NFT. The 

second pilot was reported to have been an observer and played no flying role during the 

incident flight. 

There were no injuries reported as a result of this incident. The aircraft, however, sustained 

dent and scratch damage to the wing and horizontal stabilizer skin and leading edges and the 

spinner as a result of impact with shrubs during ground roll.  

The investigation is in progress. 
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