
 

 

 
 

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSING & 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 
AIR ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION  

 

PRELIMINARY REPORT 

 

OPERATOR:      Kenya Wildlife Service 

AIRCRAFT TYPE:                                        Husky A-1B 

MANUFACTURER:                                                  Aviat Aircraft Inc 

YEAR OF MANUFACTURE:   1999 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION:   5Y-KWG 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:   2018 

DATE OF REGISTRATION:   05 November 2010 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF ENGINE:   One Lycoming O-360-A1P 

DATE OF OCCURRENCE:    17 June 2017 

TIME OF OCCURRENCE:    0400 

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE:  Lake Jipe airstrip, 3°37’16”S 37°46’52”E, Tsavo 

West National Park, Taita Taveta County  

TYPE OF FLIGHT:      Aerial patrol 

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD:   Two 

INJURIES:  None 

NATURE OF DAMAGE:  Minor 

CATEGORY OF OCCURRENCE: Incident 

PIC:       YK-6878-PL 

PIC FLYING EXPERIENCE:    1,200 hours (600 hours on type) 

 

 
Times given in this report are Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) 

East African Local Time is UTC plus 3 hours. 
        



 
 

 

REMARKS 

 

At approximately 0600 on 17 June 2017, Air Accident Investigation Department (AAID) was notified 

of an occurrence at Lake Jipe airstrip, Tsavo West National Park, Taita Taveta County involving 5Y-

KWG. The information received indicated that while on landing roll, the aircraft suffered gear 

collapse.  

The aircraft had departed from Kamboyo airstrip, within Tsavo West National Park, at approximately 

0300 with the pilot and one other occupant. The pilot stated that he had a full tank (52 gallons of which 

50 gal. is useable fuel) of fuel which translates to approximately 5 to 6 hrs endurance. After 

approximately one hour of flight, the pilot elected to land at Lake Jipe airstrip, due to low cloud cover. 

His intention was to wait for the about 20 minutes on ground in the hope that the cloud cover would lift 

so that they could resume the aerial patrol (the aerial patrol they were conducting required them to 

observe the ground from the air therefore low clouds would compromise on visibility and therefore 

pose as a hindrance to the mission).  

The aircraft touched down uneventfully however during the landing roll, the pilot reports that he heard 

a snapping sound and felt the propeller and one wing make contact with the ground. Its landing gear 

collapsed and the aircraft veered to the right of the runway centre line and came to rest with the right 

wing tip in contact with the ground. He immediately proceeded to conduct shutdown procedures. 

The pilot and occupant exited the aircraft.  

One blade of the two bladed propeller appeared slightly bent. The right wing upper surface appeared 

wrinkled near the tip. 

Investigation will be handed over to the duty investigator.  

Chief Investigator of Accidents 
19/06/2017 
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