
 
 

 
 
 

 

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 

 
AIR ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 

 

PRELIMINARY REPORT 
 

OPERATOR:     Private 
  
AIRCRAFT TYPE:     Pitts S.2B 

 
AIRCRAFT MANUFACTURER:    Pitts Aerobatics, Afton, Wyoming  

 
YEAR OF MANUFACTURE:   1985 
 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION:   5Y-MBM 
 
AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:   5076 

 
DATE OF REGISTRATION:   14 March 2007 

    
TYPE OF ENGINE:    1 x Lycoming IO-540 
 

DATE OF OCCURRENCE:   23 Feb 2018 
 

TIME OF OCCURRENCE:   1030 
 
LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE: Wilson Airport  

 
TYPE OF FLIGHT:     Private Flight   
 

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD:  Crew – 1 
 

INJURIES: Nil 
 
NATURE OF DAMAGE: Minor  

 
CLASS OF OCCURRENCE: Serious Incident 

 
 
PIC’S FLYING EXPERIENCE:   4700 Hours 

 
All times given in this report are Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) East African Local Time is 
UTC plus 3 hours. 
 
 

 

 



PHOTO 
   

               
                                      5Y-MBM after the incident 

 

 
REMARKS 
 

On 23 February 2018 at 1030 a Pitts tail dragger aircraft, registration 5Y-MBM 
veered off runway after landing on runway 07 at Wilson Airport. The aircraft 
was reported to have been on practice of aerobatics.  

 
According to the Captain who was the sole occupant onboard, the landing was 

uneventful until about 200 metres after touch down when the aircraft suddenly 
began shaking with a shimmy vibration from the left side of the main landing 
gear. The aircraft departed the runway with the left main landing gear folding 

rearwards part way and left wing hitting the runway sign for runway 14/32. 
The aircraft came to rest on the grass after the intersection of runway 07/14. 

 
The Captain vacated the aircraft uninjured. 
 

The aircraft sustained minor damage. The right wing tip was dented to the left 
at the leading edge area. The left main landing gear fairing was cracked at the 
wheel assembly attachment point. The engine cowling was slightly punched on 

the left side and one of the propeller blades slightly damaged at the tip.  
 

At the time of the serious incident the weather condition was clear visibility 
with broken cloud cover. 
 

Investigations into the cause(s) of the serious incident are ongoing. 
 
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR OF ACCIDENTS, KENYA  
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