MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT
AIR ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION DIVISION

PRELIMINARY REPORT

OPERATOR:

AIRCRAFT TYPE/ MANUFACTURER:

YEAR OF MANUFACTURE:
AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION:
AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:
DATE OF REGISTRATION:
NUMBER AND TYPE OF ENGINE:
DATE OF OCCURRENCE:

TIME OF OCCURRENCE:
LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE:

TYPE OF FLIGHT:

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD:

INJURIES:

NATURE OF DAMAGE:
CATEGORY OF OCCURRENCE:
PIC:

PIC FLYING EXPERIENCE:

Karen Blixen Camp Properties Ltd

Robinson R44 Raven Il/ Robinson Helicopter Co.
2014

5Y-REE

13757

3 March 2015

One Lycoming 10-540-AE1A5

18 January 2019

1100

Dimbolil Dam, Finlay Tea Estate, Kericho County,
S 00°23.016° E 035° 19.394°

General aviation

Three

None/minor

Substantial

Accident

Marc Goss

PPL: ~1,000 hours on type

Times given in this report are Coordinated Universal Time (UTC)
East African Local Time is UTC plus 3 hours.



An earlier photo of the occurrence aircraft

REMARKS

At about 1430 on 18 January 2019, the Aircraft Accident Investigation Division became aware of an
occurrence in a dam in Kericho County.

The investigator in charge was able to obtain the PIC’s telephone contacts the following day at 1144 and
and a telephone interview was conducted at 1300. The contacts of the two other occupants were also
obtained and telephone interviews conducted at 1400 and 1430 respectively.

The PIC states that he had departed from Mara North in the Masai Mara with two passengers and
approximately 140 litres of Avgas fuel (about 2 hours 20 minutes endurance). He flew for about 35
minutes to Dimbolil dam that is within the Finlay Tea Estate in Kericho. The two passengers
disembarked and he flew onwards for 10 minutes to Olengureone Forest Station as the sole occupant. He
later flew back solo to Dimbolil arriving at around 0930. At approximately 1100, the PIC took off from
a grassy field adjacent to the dam, with the two passengers on board.

He states that the helicopter failed to attain sufficient lift, and due to the surrounding obstacles, elected
to go over the water surface of the dam in an attempt to attain lift. This was not successful and the pilot
elected to ditch in the water.

The helicopter contacted the water surface gently in an upright attitude. The pilot states that he made a
right cyclic input to slow the rotors by contacting them to the water surface. All the occupants were able
to extricate themselves from the sinking helicopter and swim to safety. There were no injuries reported.

The investigation is in progress.
CHIEF INVESTIGATOR OF ACCIDENTS, KENYA
21/01/2019



