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AIR ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION  

 

PRELIMINARY REPORT 

 
OPERATOR:      David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust 

 

AIRCRAFT TYPE:                                           PA18-150 

 

MANUFACTURER:                                                         Piper Aircraft Corp. USA 

    

YEAR OF MANUFACTURE:    1975 

 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION:    5Y-WRB 

 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:   18-7509043 

 

DATE OF REGISTRATION:    01/04/2014 

 

TYPE OF ENGINE:    One Lycoming 

 

DATE OF OCCURRENCE:    12/01/2017 

 

TIME OF OCCURRENCE:    0615 

 

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE: Tsavo East National Park 

 

TYPE OF FLIGHT:     Surveillance 

 

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD:   1 

 

INJURIES: Serious 

 

NATURE OF DAMAGE: Destroyed  

 

CATEGORY OF OCCURRENCE: Accident 

 

 
All times given in this report are Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) 

East African Local Time is UTC plus 3 hours. 



 
Photograph showing the accident site and the trees cut by the aircraft before it crashed 

 

NARRATIVE 

 
It was reported AAID that on 12thJanuary 2017 at approximately 0615 hours, a Piper18-150 

type of aircraft, registration 5Y-WRB while on a wildlife surveillance patrol mission in Tsavo 

East National Game Park was involved in an accident.  The pilot had taken off from Kaluku 

airstrip which is located near David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust Camp (Kaluku) at 0500 hours.  

According to the information from the pilot, he flew south along Athi River on wildlife 

surveillance exercise. He was reported by the radio control room at Kaluku, patrolling south 

along Athi River at several locations before the accident happened. The last radio location was 

captured at 0614 hours. 

Damage 

Post-accident inspection of the aircraft revealed that the aircraft was destroyed by fire. The 

pilot evacuated the aircraft with wounds inflicted by the raging inferno. 

 

Investigation is ongoing to establish cause of the accident. 

 

Chief Investigator of Accidents 
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