
 
 
 
 

 
 

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT, INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSING 
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 
AIR ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION  

 

PRELIMINARY REPORT 

 
OPERATOR:     THIERRY BARBIER 
  

AIRCRAFT TYPE:     SKYRANGER NYNJA 912 ULSFR  
 

AIRCRAFT MANUFACTURER:    PIPER AIRCRAFT CORPORATION  
 
YEAR OF MANUFACTURE:   2009 

 
AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION:   F-JSCZ   
 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER:   561  
 

DATE OF REGISTRATION:   TBA 
    
TYPE OF ENGINE:    1 ROTAX 912 ULS PISTON ENGINE 

 
DATE OF OCCURRENCE:   14 MARCH 2016 

 
TIME OF OCCURRENCE:   0900 
 

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE: KAURO AIRSTRIP, SAMBURU        
(N 1°03’53.65”  E 37°43’20.17”) 

 

TYPE OF FLIGHT:     PRIVATE 
 

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD:  CREW – 1 PASSENGER - 1 
 
INJURIES: CREW – FATAL, PASSENGERS - 

FATAL 
 

NATURE OF DAMAGE: SUBSTANTIAL 
 
CLASS OF OCCURRENCE: ACCIDENT 

 
COMMANDER`S FLYING EXPERIENCE:  TOTAL 3100 HOURS 
 

All times given in this report are Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) East African 
Local Time is UTC plus 3 hours. 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
F-JSCZ before and after the accident 

 

REMARKS 

The micro light two seater aircraft arrived in Kenya in November 2015 with the 

pilot having flown from France through various countries. The pilot had 
accumulated over 3000 flight hours on the type of aircraft and was offering 
voluntary service to various wildlife conservancies/sanctuaries to monitor 

endangered wildlife species movement. 
 

The pilot was at Shompole Conservancy in Magadi County from 5 to 9 March 
2016. He relocated to Sera Conservancy in Samburu County on 11 March 
2016, where he was to be stationed between 11 and 13 March 2016 and leave 

for Nairobi on 14 March 2014. 
 

On 14 March 2016 the pilot accompanied by a professional photographer flew 
the first sortie at 0600 and returned to base after 30 minutes. The second flight 
of that morning was to fly back to Nairobi having accomplished his mission 

according to schedule.  
 
The duo took off at 0730 hours for Nairobi. The pilot made a normal takeoff 

climb on runway 09 with a left turn. During the execution of the left turn the 
aircraft came down and crashed 100 meters from the end of the airstrip. There 

was no post or pre-crash fire. 
 
Both the pilot and the photographer suffered fatal injuries. 

 
Investigation into the probable cause of the crash is ongoing.  
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