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OPERATOR:      Etihad Airways 
 

AIRCRAFT TYPE:      MD-11F 
 

MANUFACTURER:     McDonnell Douglas 
 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION:   N279WA 
 

FLIGHT NUMBER:                 ETD 975 
 

ROUTE:      NBO - CAIRO 
 

DATE OF INCIDENT:    25 December 2011 
 

TIME OF INCIDENT:                                             0300hours 
 

PLACE OF OCCURENCE:  Kenya  
 

TYPE OF FLIGHT:      Commercial Air Transport (Cargo) 
 

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD:   4  
 

INJURIES:  None 
 

NATURE OF DAMAGE:  None  
 

NAME OF CAPTAIN:    Michael Harder (ATPL 96423741 – US) 

 

CAPTAIN EXPERIENCE:    23,000 hours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All times given in this report are Coordinated Universal Time 

 



 

PHOTO  

 
 

REMARKS 
 

The incident occurred at approximately 0300hrs and was officially reported to the 

Accident Investigation Department by JKIA ATC tower at 0406hrs.  

The aircraft had departed JKIA for Cairo at 2329hrs with cargo of fresh flowers and 

vegetables. At approximately thirty minutes in to the flight the flight crew received a 

lower cargo fire warning in the cockpit and decided to discharge one fire bottle. 

However, the zone temperature remained steady at 62ºF. A decision was made by the 

captain to return back to JKIA for safety reasons. Full emergency was declared at the 

airport at 0015hrs. 

The aircraft landed safely at 0058hrs on runway 06 and rolled to the end. It backtracked 

and was eventually parked at the intersection of Taxiway L and G and the engines 

shutdown. Firemen got access into the aircraft and in conjunction with the Captain 

carried out a fire search and inspection of all the cargo compartments. No signs of fire 

were found and the Captain declared the aircraft safe. Full emergency was called off and 

the aircraft was taxied to cargo apron II.   

According to the crew, the initial thought was that the warning was probably caused by a 

contaminant in the air i.e. condensation or pollen from the fresh produce (cargo). 

However, upon inspection of the fire detection system, there were no signs of 

condensation or other contaminants. It was finally determined that the false warning was 

an indication malfunction. The discharged fire bottle was replaced and the aircraft 

released back to service. 

 

Rufus Mutwol 

Investigator In Charge 
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