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OPERATOR

AIRCRAFT TYPE
MANUFACTURER

YEAR OF MANUFACTURE
AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION
AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER
DATE OF REGISTRATION
NUMBER AND TYPE OF ENGINE
DATE OF OCCURRENCE

LAST POINT OF DEPARTURE
POINT OF INTENDED LANDING
TIME OF OCCURRENCE
LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE
TYPE OF FLIGHT

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD

INJURIES

NATURE OF DAMAGE
CLASS OF OCCURRENCE
PILOT IN COMMAND

PIC FLYING EXPERIENCE

All times given in this report are Coordinated Universal time (UTC), with East African local time in

parenthesis

Kenya Wildlife Service
Cessna U206G

Textron Aviation Inc.

1978

5Y-BCD

U206-04308

28 July 2017

One, Continental 10-520F-43B
17 June 2024

Ithumba Airstrip, Makueni
Ithumba Airstrip, Makueni
0600 (0900)

Ithumba Airstrip, Makueni County
Training

03

None

Substantial

Accident

PPL holder

72.5 hours



OBJECTIVE

This report contains information which has been determined up to the time of publication. The
information in this report is published to inform the aviation industry and the public of the

general circumstances of the accident.

This investigation has been carried out in accordance with The Kenya Civil Aviation (Aircraft
Accident and Incident Investigation) Regulations, 2024 and Annex 13 to the ICAO Convention

on International Civil Aviation.

The sole objective of the investigation of an accident or incident under these Regulations shall be
the prevention of accidents and incidents. It shall not be the purpose of such an investigation to

apportion blame or liability.

The information contained in this report is derived from the data collected during the

investigation of the accident.



INVESTIGATION PROCESS

The accident involving a Cessna U206G aircraft registration 5Y-BCD was notified to the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Department (AAID), State Department for Transport (SDoT), of the
Ministry of Roads and Transport through a telephone call by an official of the Kenya Wildlife

Service.

AAID deployed investigators to the accident site to conduct initial onsite investigation and

witness interviews.

After the initial onsite investigation phase, the occurrence was classified as an “Accident” in

accordance with the International Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) Annex 13 provisions.

AAID natified the following:

e The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) of the United States of America as the
aircraft accident investigation authority of the State of Design and Manufacture of the
aircraft and engine; and

e [CAO.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS/GLOSSARY OF TERMS

AAID
AMO
AMSL
AOC
CPL
CRS
ELT
FI

Ft

KCAA

METAR
NM
PPL
TSN
VMC
VFR

Aircraft Accident Investigation Department
Approved Maintenance Organization
Above Mean Sea Level

Air Operators’ Certificate

Commercial Pilots’ License

Certificate of Release to Service
Emergency Locator Beacon

Flying Instructor

Feet

Instructor Pilot

Kenya Civil Aviation Authority

Metres

Meteorological Terminal Aviation Routine Weather Report
Nautical miles

Private Pilots’ License

Time since New

Visual Meteorological Conditions

Visual Flight Rules

*Photos and figures used in this report are taken from different sources and may be adjusted from the original for the sole purpose of

improving the clarity of the report. Maodifications to images used in this report are limited to cropping, magnification, file compression

or enhancement of colour, brightness, contrast or addition of text boxes, arrows or lines.



SYNOPSIS

On 17 June 2024 at about 0600 (0900), an accident occurred at Ithumba airstrip in Makueni County,
Kenya involving a Cessna U206G aircraft registration 5Y-BCD with a Private Pilot’s License (PPL)
holder building hours to attain a Commercial Pilot’s License (CPL), an Instructor Pilot (IP) and

passenger on board.

The aircraft had taken off from the same airstrip on a circuit training Visual Flight Rules (VFR) flight
when it veered off to the left, 413 metres (m) down the runway 15 (RWY 15) upon touchdown.

The three on board suffered no injuries and the aircraft sustained substantial damage when it struck the
nearby trees.

At the time of the accident, Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC) existed in the area.

Investigation into identifying the probable cause(s) of the accident is ongoing.



1. FACTUAL INFORMATION

1.1. History of the flight

On 17 June 2024 at about 0600 (0900), a Cessna U206G aircraft registration 5Y-BCD performing a
Visual Flight Rules (VFR) training flight crashed upon landing at Ithumba airstrip’s runway 15 (RWY
15). On board was a Private Pilot’s License (PPL) holder, an instructor Pilot (IP) and a passenger. The
student pilot was performing circuits training to build hours in pursuit of his Commercial Pilot’s License
(CPL).

On the maiden flight of the day, the student took off from Ithumba airstrip in the company of the IP and
passenger and was coming in to land on the same runway after completing a couple of circuits around

the airstrip.
Upon landing, the aircraft veered off and crashed to the left, 413 metres from the threshold of the
runway. The aircraft came into contact with a couple of trees and bushes before coming to a rest 25 m

adjacent to the runway.

The three occupants escaped unhurt and the aircraft sustained substantial damage upon coming into

contact with the trees.

There was no pre or post accident fire.
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FIGURE No. 1 - Location of the crash site on the Kenyan map (the red marker) - coordinates 02° 12’ 53” S, 38° 23’ 11” E

- (source: Google earth, with AAID annotations).



5Y-BCD Accident site

"4

Flthumba

g3

FIGURE No. 2 — An aerial view of the crash site - coordinates 02° 12’ 53” §, 38° 23’ 11” E - (source: Google earth, with
AAID annotations).



1.2. Injuries to persons

Injuries Crew Passengers Others
Fatal 0 0 0
Serious 0 0 0
Minor/None 2 1

1.3. Damage to aircraft

The right hand horizontal stabilizer sheared off at its attachment point to the empennage, and tail cone
was broken off at the tail section of the aircraft. The left hand horizontal stabilizers’ leading edge had a
dent at it root where it attaches to the empennage. The left hand wing tip had impact damage. The
vertical stabilizer had dents consistent with impact with tree branches. The cargo pod had damage on its
underside and trailing end. The propeller blades exhibited impact damage, and the two of the three blade

tips were bent rearwards. The engine remained intact and secured to the aircraft structure.

Post accident visual examination of the aircraft revealed no deficiencies prior to the accident.



Figure 3 — A picture showing damage to the right horizontal stabilizer

Figure 4 — A picture showing damage to the left hand horizontal stabilizer at its root



Figure 5 — A picture showing damage to the Vertical stabilizer

Figure 6 — A picture showing the broken off righthand stabilizer and tail cone



1.4. Other damage

Not applicable

1.5. Personnel information

1.5.1 The student pilot

Records from the Kenya Civil Aviation Authority (KCAA) revealed that, the 53 year old pilot held a
PPL (Aeroplanes) first issued on 18 March 2024 and a Class 2 Medical Certificate with
limitations/restrictions (must wear corrective lenses) last issued on 03 July 2023 and, valid until 02 July
2025 in accordance with the current KCAA personnel licensing requirements.

Pilot license PPL
Medical expiry date 03 July 2025
Total flying hours 72.5%
Hours, last 90 days 26.2

Hours, last 30 days 16.7

Hours, last 07 days 4.6

Hours, last 24 hours 0

Hours on type (Cessna 206) 7.3

*Hours as at 17 June 2024 (Source — KCAA records)

1.5.2 The instructor

Records from KCAA revealed that, as at the time of renewal of the license on 08 April 2024, the 58 year
old instructor held a KCAA CPL (Aeroplanes) valid until 09 April 2025, class one medical certificate,
and Cessna 152, 172 and 206 ratings. As at 08 April 2024, the IP a total of 3,434.4 flying hours. The IP
also held a Flying Instructor (FI) rating, valid until 09 April 2025, which entitled him to exercise the
privileges of a FI rating on all aircraft in group 1 of his license (Cessna 150, 152 and 172). The most
recent FI renewal test was conducted by KCAA on 08 April 2024.



1.6. Aircraft information

The accident aircraft was a Cessna U206G aircraft, Serial humber U206-04308. It was a high wing,
single engine aircraft, with a tricycle landing gear configuration and a steerable nose wheel. It was
powered by a Continental 10-520F43B, Serial No. 1033151, six-cylinder, horizontally opposed,

reciprocating engine.

Manufacturer Textron Aviation Inc.

Type and model Cessna U206G

Serial number U206-04308

Nationality / Registration Mark Kenyan, 5Y-BCD

Name of Operator Kenya Wildlife Services

Certificate of Registration issue date 28 July 2017

Validity of Certificate of Airworthiness 13 November 2024

Total airframe time 12,972.5

Engine type (No.) Continental 10-520F43B (1)

Engine Serial No. 1033151

Propeller type McCauley Propeller Inc.,
D3A34C404/80VA-0

Propeller Serial No. 802234

Propeller (Blades No.) McCauley propeller (3)

Fuel type used AVGAS




1.6.2 Maintenance records

Records availed by the operator revealed that, at the time of the accident, the aircraft had a valid
Certificate of Airworthiness in the General Aviation Category issued by KCAA on 14 November 2023
and valid until 13 November 2024. A review of the aircraft records indicated that the aircraft had no
outstanding defects prior to the accident flight. The aircraft was certified, equipped, and maintained in

accordance with existing KCAA regulations and approved procedures.

The most recent scheduled 50 hours maintenance check was conducted on 22 December 2023 by the
Kenya Wildlife Service Approved Maintenance Organization (AMO) and a Certificate of Release to
Service (CRS) issued to that effect. At that time, the aircraft, engine, and propeller had flown a total of
12,956.2, 1,360, and 1,615.4 hours respectively.

On 27 May 2025, work was carried out on the engine as it was running rough and magnetos drop. Spark
plugs were removed, cleaned, and engine ground runs carried out, and found satisfactory. At that time,

the aircraft, engine, and propeller had flown a total of 12,972.5, 1,376.3, and 1,631.7 hours respectively.

At the time of the accident, the aircraft, engine, and propeller had flown a total of 12,989.3 1,393.1, and

1,648.5 since new respectively.

1.6.3 Mass and balance

Not considered a factor.

1.7. Meteorological information

Meteorological information obtained from the Kenya Meteorological Department indicated that there

was no significant weather reported near Ithumba airstrip and its environs.

The weather was suitable for a VFR flight.

Not considered a factor.



1.8. Aids to navigation
The accident flight was operated under VFR, during which the aircraft was required to remain clear of

clouds and in sight of the surface. The aerodrome is unmanned.

Not applicable.

1.9. Communications

The aircraft was equipped with a two way Very High Frequency (“VHF”) radio.

Communication was not considered a factor in this accident.

1.10. Aerodrome information

Ithumba airstrip is unmanned and located at longitude 02° 12' 40" S and latitude 38° 23' 02" E at an
elevation of 564 feet (ft) Above Mean Sea Level (AMSL). It is served by one runway, orientation 15/33,
with a usable length of 1300 m (accurate as measured by the AAID investigation team after the

accident).

1.11. Flight recorders

Flight recorders are not required by KCAA regulations for this category of aircraft.

Not applicable.



1.12. Wreckage and impact information

The aircraft largely remained intact, except for the right hand horizontal stabilizer and tail cone that
were detached and found 24 m aft of the aircraft final resting place. The aircraft moved forward for
approximately 52 m from the point it veered off to the left of the runway and finally stopped 413 m from
the runway threshold. 368 m from the runway threshold were drag marks exhibiting the initial point
where the aircraft veered off the runway. The aircraft ran through a line of small trees and bushes which
were found broken following the trail of the aircraft.
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Figure 7 - Aerial view of the initial touch down, veer off, and final positions of the accident aircraft

1.13. Medical and pathological information

The crew was not on prescribed drugs. No tests were conducted to check if the crew’s performance was

affected by fatigue, alcohol, drugs and/or medication at the time of the accident.



1.14. Fire

There was no inflight or post impact fire. No fuel leakage was found.

1.15. Survival aspects

The accident was survivable. The occupants of the aircraft survived uninjured and exited the aircraft

unaided. The seats and harness were all intact and showed no sign of damage.

The ELT was not activated.

1.16. Tests and research

Not applicable.

1.17. Organizational and management information

1.17.1. Kenya Wildlife Service

Aircraft Owner/Operator: Kenya Wildlife Service
Address: Nairobi, Kenya

Kenya Wildlife Service is a holder of an Air Operators’ Certificate (AOC) and AMO issued by KCAA.
Its main base is at Wilson airport.



The organization has its own Safety Management System to promote safety culture and identify areas

for improvement.

1.18. Additional information

Not applicable.

1.19. Useful and effective investigative techniques

Not applicable.

20 SUMMARY

The ongoing investigation will establish the facts, circumstances, conditions, causes or probable cause,

contributing factors, and analyze, as appropriate, all the documented information.

Ag. Chief Investigator of Accidents



