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OPERATOR Rotorjet Aviation Company Limited 

AIRCRAFT TYPE Airbus Helicopters AS350 

AIRCRAFT MANUFACTURER Airbus Helicopters 

YEAR OF MANUFACTURE 2024 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION 5Y-IIK 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER 9511 

DATE OF REGISTRATION 8 July, 2024 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF ENGINE One, Lycoming 

DATE OF OCCURRENCE 30 August 2024 

LAST POINT OF DEPARTURE Siaya  Medical  Training  Centre,  Siaya 

County 

TIME OF OCCURRENCE 1230 (1530) 

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE Kenya Medical Training Institute, Siaya 

(0° 03’ 44” N, 34° 17’10” E) 

TYPE OF FLIGHT Commercial Air Transport 

PHASE OF FLIGHT N/A 

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD Two 

INJURIES None 

NATURE OF DAMAGE Minor damage 

CLASS OF OCCURRENCE Incident 

PILOT IN COMMAND CPL Holder 

PIC’s FLYING EXPERIENCE 10271 Hours 

 
All times given in this report are Coordinated Universal Time (UTC), with East African Local Time in Parenthesis. 



 

Figure 1: - The Helicopter viewed from the RH side after the incident. 

 

 

Figure 2: - The Helicopter viewed from the LH side after the incident 

 

 

 

Figure 3: - The damaged tail boom and torque tube section of the Helicopter. 



REMARKS 

On 30 August 2024 at 1230 local time, the Aircraft Accident Investigation Department was 

notified of an occurrence involving an aircraft registration 5Y-IIK at the Kenya Medical Training 

Center (KMTC), Siaya County operated by Rotorjet Aviation Company Limited by the Kenya 

Civil Aviation Authority. The aircraft was part of the presidential entourage attending a local 

function. 

 

The lead pilot whose helicopter was involved in the ground occurrence reported that the helicopter 

left Uwasi rice fields with 5 VIPs on board on an easterly track towards the KMTC grounds where 

he landed at about 1230 local time in the southwestern edge to give way to incoming traffic whom 

he was in constant communication with. All the passengers disembarked except one who was still 

engaged on the phone. The trip was uneventful until the engine shut down phase when he heard a 

helicopter hover over their helicopter and thought it was about to crash on them. Within a split 

second, a loud bang which turned out to be a tail boom strike by one of 5Y-IIK’s main rotors was 

heard. This was occasioned by the downwash from another helicopter registration 5Y-MML that 

was hovering above 5Y-IIK and did not follow the agreed landing sequence and safe landing 

protocol which was wind direction and high and low reconnaissance as required of helicopter 

operation. 

 

Shortly after, the other helicopters registration 5Y-PKI, 5Y-PSH, and 5Y-DVK landed behind the 

incident helicopter in that order. Eventually, the pilot of helicopter registration 5Y-MML hovered 

and positioned behind helicopter 5Y-DVK as per the agreed approach path and confirmed he had 

initially committed to land his chopper at the same point where the incident helicopter had landed. 

 

The two occupants evacuated from 5Y-IIK uninjured. The aircraft sustained damages to one of the 

main rotor blades, the aft section of the tail boom and the transmission torque tubes. 

 

Visual meteorological conditions prevailed at the time of the occurrence. 

 

he occurrence was categorized as an “incident” owing to its nature and the circumstances and 

therefore the Kenya Civil Aviation Authority (KCAA) will conduct the investigation as per the 

International Civil Aviation Organization's recommended practices. 
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