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                                       INTERIM STATEMENT 

 

     AIRCRAFT TYPE : CESSNA 172M AND DASH 8 DHC 8-315 

     OPERATOR : SAFARILINK AND NINENTY NINES FLYING SCHOOL 

     TYPE OF FLIGHT : TRAINING AND COMMERCIAL FLIGHT 

     DATE OF ACCIDENT : 05 MARCH 2024 

     LOCATION OF ACCIDENT : NAIROBI NATIONAL PARK 

 

 

 

 

 

In accordance with paragraph 6.6 of Annex 13 to the Convention on International Civil 

Aviation Organization, if the final report cannot be made publicly available within 

twelve months, the State conducting the investigation shall make an interim statement 

publicly available on each anniversary of the occurrence, detailing the progress of the 

investigation and any safety issues raised. 



                     

                         AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 

 AIRCRAFT A: CESSNA 172M 

OPERATOR     :  Ninety Nines Flying School 

AIRCRAFT TYPE                                 :  Cessna 172 M 

MANUFACTURER                              :  Textron Aviation Inc. 

YEAR OF MANUFACTURER               :   1976 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION                 :   5Y-NNJ 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER               :   172-65726 

DATE OF REGISTRATION                  :   02 August 2018 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF ENGINE       :   One, Lycoming 0-320-E2D 

DATE OF OCCURRENCE                    :   05 March 2024 

LAST POINT OF DEPARTURE              :    Wilson Airport, Nairobi County 

POINT OF INTENDED LANDING        :   Wilson Airport, Nairobi County 

TIME OF OCCURRENCE                     :    0634(0934) 

     LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE           :   Nairobi National Park, right hand side of 

    extended centerline of runway 14 (1º 20’  32” S, 36º 

50’01” E) 

     TYPE OF FLIGHT                                    :    Training 

     NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD    :   02 

     INJURIES                                                          :    02 – Fatal 

     NATURE OF DAMAGE                        :   Destroyed 

     CLASS OF OCCURRENCE                    :    Accident 

     PILOT IN COMMAND                        :    CPL holder 

     PIC FLYING EXPERIENCE                    :     763.2hours 

 

 

 



All times given in this report is Coordinated Universal time (UTC), with East African local time in parenthesis 

AIRCRAFT B: BOMBARDIER DE HAVILLAND DASH 8 DHC 8-315 

 

OPERATOR :   Safari link Aviation Limited 

AIRCRAFT TYPE :   Bombardier Havilland Dash 8 DHC 8-315 

MANUFACTURER :   Bombardier Inc. 

YEAR OF MANUFACTURE :   28 September 2001 

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION :   5Y-SLK 

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER :   574 

DATE OF REGISTRATION :   19 December 2016 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF ENGINE :   Two, Pratt & Whitney Canada Corp, PW 123 E 

DATE OF OCCURRENCE :   05 March 2024 

LAST POINT OF DEPARTURE :   Wilson Airport, Nairobi County  

POINT OF INTENDED LANDING :   Ukunda Airport, Kwale County  

TIME OF OCCURRENCE :   0634 (0934) 

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE :  Nairobi National Park, right hand side of 

extended centreline of runway 14 (1º 20’ 32” S, 36º    

50’01” E) 

 

 

TYPE OF FLIGHT :    Commercial scheduled Passenger 

 NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD :   44 

INJURIES :    None 

NATURE OF DAMAGE :    Minor 

CLASS OF OCCURRENCE :    Accident 

PILOT IN COMMAND :    ATPL holder 

PIC FLYING EXPERIENCE :    6,827.2 hours 

 

 

 

All times given in this report is Coordinated Universal time (UTC), with East African local time in 

parenthesis 

 



 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

On 05 March 2024 at about 0634 (0934), a midair collision accident occurred within the 

Nairobi national park involving a Cessna 172M aircraft registration 5Y-NNJ with two 

occupants on board and a Bombardier De Havilland Dash 8 DHC 8-315 aircraft registration 

5Y-SLK with forty-four on board. 

 

The Cessna C172M had taken off from runway 07 (RWY 07) of Wilson airport (HKNW) on 

a VFR circuits training flight while the Bombardier De Havilland Dash 8 DHC 8-315 had taken 

off from runway 14 of the same airport on a commercial scheduled passenger flight to Ukunda 

airport in Kwale County. 

 

The Ninety Nines flying school operated C172M experienced loss of control and impacted 

terrain. Its occupants suffered fatal injuries. There was no pre- or post-accident fire and the 

aircraft was destroyed. 

 

The Bombardier De Havilland Dash 8 DHC 8-315 initiated an air turnback to Wilson airport 

and landed on runway 32 with a missing section of the right horizontal stabilizer de-icing 

boot. No injuries were reported and there was no pre- or post-accident fire or fuel leak. 

 

Visual meteorological conditions prevailed at the time of the accident. 

 

 

The investigation to establish the facts, circumstances, conditions, causes or probable cause 

and contributing factors into the accident is ongoing. 

 

 
 



 

STATUS OF INVESTIGATION 

 

The AAID compiled and released a preliminary report in accordance with Chapter 7.1 and 7.4 of 

Annex 13 to the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Convention on International 

Civil Aviation and, Kenya Civil Aviation (Aircraft Accident and Incident Investigation) Regulations, 

2018 sub regulation 17(1). 

 

Investigations are currently ongoing to determine the prevailing weather conditions, human 

performance aspects, mechanical factors, and any other underlying circumstances that may have 

contributed to the occurrence of the accident. The Aircraft Accident Investigation Department 

(AAID) is undertaking a thorough and systematic analysis of all available evidence, including flight 

data, maintenance records, and witness statements. The department will continue to issue updates 

as the investigation progresses and as additional verified information becomes available, in line 

with its mandate to enhance aviation safety and prevent future occurrences. 

 

 

 

Ag. Chief Investigator of Aircraft Accidents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


