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AIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT SUMMARY

OPERATOR : Flight Training Centre

AIRCRAFT TYPE : Cessna 152

MANUFACTURER : Textron Aviation Inc.

YEAR OF MANUFACTURE : 1977

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION : 5Y-CDW

AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER : 152-81099

DATE OF REGISTRATION : 7 September 2023

NUMBER AND TYPE OF ENGINE : One, Lycoming

DATE OF OCCURRENCE : 29 July 2025

LAST POINT OF DEPARTURE : Wilson Airport, Nairobi County

POINT OF INTENDED LANDING : Wilson Airport, Nairobi County

TIME OF OCCURRENCE : 1135 (1435)

LOCATION OF OCCURRENCE : Near Mount Suswa, Kajiado County
(1°14'23"S, 36°28'26.3"E)

TYPE OF FLIGHT : Training

NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BOARD : 02

INJURIES : Minor

NATURE OF DAMAGE : Substantial

CLASS OF OCCURRENCE : Accident

PILOT IN COMMAND (PIC) : CPL holder

PIC FLYING EXPERIENCE : 4,279.55 hours

All times in this report are provided in Coordinated Universal Time (UTC), with East African local time in

parentheses.



OBJECTIVE

This report contains information that has been determined up to the time of publication. The
information in this report is published to inform the aviation industry and the public of the

general circumstances of the forced landing accident.

This investigation has been carried out in accordance with The Kenya Civil Aviation (Aircraft
Accident and Incident Investigation) Regulations, 2024, and Annex I3 to the International Civil

Aviation Organization (ICAO) Convention on International Civil Aviation.

The sole objective of investigating an accident or incident under these Regulations shall be the
prevention of accidents and incidents. It shall not be the purpose of such an investigation to

apportion blame or liability.

The information contained in this report is derived from the data collected during the

investigation of the forced landing accident.



INVESTIGATION PROCESS

The forced landing accident involving a Cessna 152 aircraft, registration 5Y-CDW, was notified
to the Aircraft Accident Investigation Department (AAID) of the State Department for Aviation
and Aerospace Development (SDAAD), Ministry of Roads and Transport, via a phone call from

the operator.

AAID investigators were deployed to the site to conduct an initial on-site investigation and

gather witness testimonies.

Following the initial on-site investigation phase, the incident was classified as an “accident” in

accordance with the International Civil Aviation Organization’s (ICAO) Annex 13 provisions.

AAID notified the following:

1) The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) of the United States of America as the
aircraft accident investigation authority of the State of Design and Manufacture of the

aircraft.

2) ICAO.
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Photos and figures used in this report are taken from different sources and may be adjusted
from the original for the sole purpose of improving the clarity of the report. Modifications
to images used in this report are limited to cropping, magnification, file compression, or

enhancement of colour, brightness, contrast, or addition of text boxes, arrows, or lines.
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AAID - Aircraft Accident Investigation Department
AMO - Approved Maintenance Organization
AMSL - Above Mean Sea Level

ATO - Approved Training Organization

CPL - Commercial Pilots’ License

ELT - Emergency Locator Transmitter

Fl - Flight Instructor

FL - Flight Level in hundreds of feet

Ft - Feet

ICAO - International Civil Aviation Organization
KCAA - Kenya Civil Aviation Authority

M - Meters

MLG - Main Landing Gear

NLG - Nose Landing Gear

PIC - Pilot in Command

PPL - Private Pilots’ License

RWY - Runway

SPL - Student Pilots’ License

VFR - Visual Flight Rules

VHF - Very High Frequency

VMC - Visual Meteorological Conditions
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SYNOPSIS

On 29 July 2025, at approximately 1135 (1435), a forced landing accident occurred near Mount
Suswa in Kajiado County involving a Cessna 152 aircraft, registration 5Y-CDW, operated by
Flight Training Centre. On board were a Flight Instructor (FI) and a Student Pilot.

The aircraft had departed from Wilson Airport (HKNW) for a training flight and, upon
completion of the exercise, experienced a partial power loss while returning to Wilson Airport.
As a result, the Flight Instructor elected to execute a forced landing in an open field. During the

landing roll, the aircraft struck a tree and overturned, coming to rest in an inverted position.

Both occupants exited the aircraft unassisted and were unharmed. The aircraft, however,

sustained substantial damage.

At the time of the accident, Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC) prevailed with varying

winds.

The investigation into identifying the probable cause(s) of the accident is ongoing.
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1.0 FACTUAL INFORMATION

1.1 THE HISTORY OF FLIGHT

On 29 July 2025, at approximately 1135 (1435), a Cessna 152 aircraft, registration 5Y-CDW,
operating under Visual Flight Rules (VFR), was involved in a forced landing accident near
Mount Suswa after suffering an engine power loss during its return leg to Wilson Airport. On

board were a Student Pilot (SPL holder) and a Flight Instructor (CPL holder).

The aircraft had completed three previous training flights earlier that day, all departing from
and returning to Wilson Airport (HKNW). The first flight departed at 0500 (0800) and landed
at 0530 (0830), the second departed at 0544 (0844) and landed at 0614 (0914), and the third
departed at 0750 (1050) and landed at 0900 (1200). For the accident flight, the aircraft
departed Wilson Airport’s runway 07 with a fuel endurance of approximately three hours,

routing via the State House right-hand circuit and Racecourse towards the Suswa training area.

According to the Flight Instructor, after completing the training exercise, they began climbing
from flight level (FL) 65 to FL 75 to return to Wilson Airport. During the climb, at around FL
70, the aircraft was reported to have experienced partial engine power loss and a subsequent
loss of lift. The Flight Instructor took control, identified an open field for a forced landing, and
shut down the engine prior to touchdown. During the ground roll, the aircraft struck bushes

and a tree, causing it to overturn and come to rest inverted.

Both occupants managed to release their seatbelt harnesses while inverted and exited the
aircraft unaided. One occupant sustained a minor forehead injury, while the aircraft suffered
substantial structural damage. There were oil and fuel leaks from the engine and punctured
wings, but no pre- or post-impact fire occurred. The accident site, located near Mount Suswa,
was at a Latitude of 1°14'23"S and Longitude 36°28'26.3"E, with an elevation of 4,721 feet
(1,439 meters) AMSL.

Visual Meteorological Conditions (VMC) prevailed at the time of the accident, with varying

wind conditions.
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1.2 INJURIES TO PERSONS

Injuries Crew Passengers Others
Fatal 0 0 0
Serious 0] 0 0]
Minor/None 2 0

1.3 DAMAGE TO AIRCRAFT

The aircraft sustained substantial damage. Post-crash visual examination of the aircraft

revealed no structural defects prior to the accident.

1.4 OTHER DAMAGE

Not Applicable.

1.5 PERSONNEL INFORMATION

1.5.1 The Flight Instructor

The Documents availed by the Flight Training Centre indicated that at the time of the accident,
the 59-year-old male Flight Instructor (FI) held a Commercial Pilot’s License (CPL) issued by the
Kenya Civil Aviation Authority (KCAA) on 10 October 2024, valid until 6 November 2025.
The Fl had ratings on the following aircraft types: Cessna 150, 152, 172, 206, and 208, and an
instructor rating on Cessna 150, 152, and 172.

The pilot also held a class one medical certificate without limitations/restrictions, last issued on
09 April 2025 and valid to 8 October 2025 in accordance with the KCAA personnel licensing

requirements.

At the time of the accident, the pilot had flown a total of 4,279.55 flying hours.

12



Pilot license CPL

Medical expiry date 8 October 2025
Total flying hours 4,279.55
Hours, last 90 days 103.6

Hours, last 30 days 53.20

Hours, last 07 days 17.3

Hours, last 24 hours 1.15

Hours on type (Cessna 152) 610.45

1.5.2 The Student Pilot

The documents availed by the Flight Training Centre indicated that at the time of the accident,
the 19-year-old male Student pilot held a Student Pilot’s License (SPL) issued by the Kenya Civil
Aviation Authority (KCAA) on 4 November 2024, valid until 6 November 2025. The student
pilot also held a class two medical certificate without limitations/restrictions issued on 27
February 2025 and valid to 26 February 2027 in accordance with the KCAA personnel licensing

requirements.

At the time of the accident, the pilot had flown a total of 02 flying hours.

Pilot license SPL

Medical expiry date 24 April 2026
Total flying hours 02

Hours, last 90 days TBA

Hours, last 30 days TBA

Hours, last 07 days TBA

Hours, last 24 hours TBA

Hours on type (Cessna 152) 02
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1.6 AIRCRAFT INFORMATION

The aircraft involved was a Cessna 152, serial number 152-81099. It is a high-wing, single-engine
plane with a steerable nose wheel and tricycle landing gear configuration. The aircraft is

powered by a Lycoming L-22137-15, four-cylinder, horizontally opposed, reciprocating engine.

Manufacturer Textron Aviation Inc.
Type and model Cessna 152
Aircraft Serial Number 152-81099

Nationality / Registration Mark

Kenyan, 5Y-CDW

Name of Operator

Flight Training Centre

Certificate of Registration

7 September 2023

Validity of Certificate of Airworthiness

16 July 2026

Total Airframe Time Since New

10,331.7 hours

Engine Type (No.)

Lycoming (1INo.)

Engine Serial Number L-22137-15
Total Engine Hours Since Complete Overhaul | 361.1 hours
Propeller (No.) Sensenich (INo.)
Fuel Type Used AVGAS

1.6.1 Maintenance Records

At the time of the incident, the aircraft had a valid Certificate of Airworthiness in the
Commercial Air Transport (Passengers) Category issued by KCAA on 17 July 2025, with a
validity period until 16 July 2026. A review of the aircraft records indicated that the aircraft
had no outstanding defects prior to the incident flight. The aircraft was certified, equipped, and
maintained in accordance with existing KCAA regulations and approved procedures. The most
recent scheduled maintenance check was a 100-hour check and a Certificate of Airworthiness
renewal inspection, which were conducted on 2 July 2025. The check was performed by
Aeronav Maintenance Limited, a KCAA-approved maintenance Organization (AMQO) located
in Orly Airpark, Kajiado County. As of the time of the accident, the aircraft and engine had

flown a total of 10,331.7 hours since new and 361.1 hours since the last complete overhaul.
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1.6.2 Mass and Balance

Not considered a factor.

1.7 METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION

The weather was not considered a factor in this occurrence.

1.8 AIDS TO NAVIGATION

Not applicable. The accident flight was operated under VFR, during which the aircraft was

required to remain clear of clouds and in sight of the surface.

1.9 COMMUNICATION

The aircraft was equipped with a two-way Very High Frequency (“VHF”) radio.

Communication was not considered a factor in this occurrence.

1.10. AERODROME INFORMATION

Not Applicable.

1.11 FLIGHT RECORDERS

Not applicable. Flight recorders are not required by KCAA regulations for this category of
aircraft.

1.12 WRECKAGE AND IMPACT INFORMATION

The aircraft first made ground contact on a heading of 50 degrees, consistent with a forced
landing attempt aligned roughly northeast. After rolling 388 ft (118.3m), it struck and uprooted
a tree. The tree impact likely caused a rapid loss of control and may have led to the aircraft

flipping over or rotating.
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The wreckage continued to move (or tumble/slide) after the impact, coming to rest 426.5 ft
(130.6m) from the touchdown point, now facing approximately 200 degrees, almost opposite
the original landing direction, indicating that the aircraft may have rotated or flipped during
the post-impact slide, ending up inverted and facing nearly opposite its original direction of

travel.

The aircraft spinner had a dent on its top side. No rotational or impact damage to the aircraft
propeller blades. The right-side engine cowling had damage and a crack in it. The engine
exhaust, which is situated on the right side, had broken off. The nose landing gear (NLG) had
sheared off from its mounting point on the aircraft. The left-side wing leading edge had a
gouge, and the left-side wing strut was bent midway. The leading edge of the left-side wing
had crumbled from the mid-section to the wing tip. The right-side main landing gear (MLG)
spring had a dent in it. The right-side wing tip was bent, and the wing had a puncture through
it from a small tree stump. The aircraft empennage had broken off the aircraft and was hanging
by the control cables. The left-side horizontal stabilizer was bent backwards at the mid-point,

with the left-hand elevator broken off and hanging by its push rod.

Photo 1: Photo Showing 5Y-CDW Final Resting Position
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Photo 3: Photo Showing Damage to the Engine Cowling, Exhaust, and Broken NLG
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Photo 5: Photo Showing Damage to the Empennage
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Photo 7: Photo Showing Damage to the Left-Hand Wing Tip
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Photo 9: Photo Showing the Cockpit Of 5Y-CODW
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1.13 MEDICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL INFORMATION

The pilot was not on prescribed drugs. No tests were conducted to check if the pilot’s
performance was affected by fatigue, alcohol, drugs, and/or medication at the time of the

incident.

1.14 FIRE

There was no in-flight or post-impact fire. Fuel was leaking from both fuel tanks, and there was

presence of an oil leak from the engine.

1.15 SURVIVAL ASPECTS

The accident was survivable. The two occupants exited the aircraft unaided. The seat harnesses
were all intact and showed no sign of damage. The left side seat harness had one of its
attachment bolts pulled out from its point of attachment; the right-side seat harness was

relatively intact.

The Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT) did not activate.

1.16 TESTS AND RESEARCH

Not applicable.

1.17 ORGANIZATIONAL AND MANAGEMENT INFORMATION

Aircraft Owner/Operator : Flight Training Centre
Address : Nairobi, Kenya

Flight Training Centre is a holder of a KCAA Approved Training Organization (ATO) Certificate
that was issued on 22 November 2024, valid till 25 November 2025. The ATO operates from
Wilson Airstrip, Nairobi County, with satellite bases in Nyaribo Airstrip, Nyeri County, and
Mombasa Airport, Mombasa County. They conduct training in fixed-wing aircraft and

helicopters.
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1.18 ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Not applicable.

1.19 USEFUL AND EFFECTIVE INVESTIGATIVE TECHNIQUES

Not applicable.

2.0 SUMMARY

The ongoing investigation will thoroughly analyze all documented information, clearly outline
key findings and conclusions, identify probable causes and contributing factors, and present

actionable safety recommendations aimed at preventing future accidents.

Ag. Chief Investigator of Aircraft Accidents
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